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BOND OF FELLOWSHIP AND 
STATEMENT OF FAITH 


Adopted at Washington in 1935 


The bond of fellowship in this church 
shall be a common purpose to do the 
will of God as Jesus revealed it and to 
co-operate in establishing the Kingdom for 
which he lived and died. 


To that end we avow our faith in God as 
Eternal and All-Conquering Love, in the 
spiritual leadership of Jesus, in the supreme 
worth of every human personality, in the 
authority of truth known or to be known, 
and in the power of men of good will and 
sacrificial spirit to overcome all evil and 
progressively establish the Kingdom of God. 
Neither this nor any other statement shall 
be imposed as a creedal test, provided that 
the faith thus indicated be professed. 


The conditions of fellowship in the church 
shall be acceptance of the essential principles 
of the Universalist faith and acknowledgment 
of the ecclesiastical jurisdiction of the Uni- 
versalist Church of America. 
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Adopted at Boston in 1899 


. The Universal Fatherhood of God. 
The Spiritual Authority and Leadership of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 

The trustworthiness of the Bible as con- 
" taining a revelation from God. 

The certainty of just retribution for sin. 

The final harmony of all souls with God. 
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OUR CONTRIBUTORS 


The beautiful cover picture might represent many places in 
the eastern United States. It might be northern New York 
or it might be Dr. Van Schaick’s beloved Cobleskill country. 
It is a scene in North Parsonsville, Maine, between the moun- 
tains and the seashore, an hour’s ride from Ferry Beach. The 
cut is the personal gift of the Rev. Charles A. Wyman. On 
our December 1 cover page we will present a picture of the 
Clara Barton Homestead, through the generous co-operation 
of the Association of Universalist Women. 


FRANK D. ADAMS, former president of the Universalist 
Church of America, is a preacher and writer well known to 
religious liberals. Dr. Adams is the author of numerous books 
and pamphlets. In This New World and You, Dr. Adams 
addresses himself to each of us as he urges us to live our 
universalism. ‘Universalism is here! It shoots like a line of 
fire throughout the San Francisco Charter; it sounds in the 
proclamations of presidents and prime ministers; it echoes in 
the wistful words of generals and admirals who realize that 
the laurels of their victories will soon wither and fade unless 
our new-found strength is turned fervently into the ways of 
global amity and peace.” 


JAMES W. McKNIGHT is minister of the Universalist Church 
at Girard, Pennsylvania. Preaching at a union peace service 
in Erie, Mr. McKnight maintained that Our Efforts Have Not 
Been Enough in our past quest for peace. “Now we have a 


fresh start in building a better world. ... Are we willing to 
feed those who have been our enemies? If we do not the 
judgment of God may be that .. . through another war we 


will disappear from the face of the earth.” 


FRED C. LEINING, who writes the lively account of the New 
York Universalists in 120th Annual Session, is the successful 
superintendent of this important group of our churches. Dr. 
Leining is never dull. The Literature Commission of the 
Universalist Church of America recently voted to have pub- 
lished in pamphlet form for general distribution a portion of 
the New York superintendent’s most recent annual report. 


VIVIAN T. POMEROY, notable writer and Unitarian pastor, 
illumines a rarely glimpsed root of thankfulness, in The Tree 
Which Is You. We are happy to reprint Triumph, from a book 
of V. T. P.’s prayers now out of print. 


@ Cold Turkey « 


CCPXHAT'S just cold turkey,” says someone, scornfully. “Just 
cold turkey?” There’s no such thing. Cold turkey is 
Thanksgiving, long ago... . 

The short afternoon had turned to dusk of a frosty evening. 
We came in from our first skating under November stars, and went 
to the cold room (no shiny electric affair). There in the frigid 
little storage space we found our cold turkey. In the pantry we 
found sweet cider, and on the “sitting-room” table red apples. It 
was the end of a perfect day. 

Cold turkey is Thanksgiving long ago, in a world at peace. We 
hope cold turkey will one day be Thanksgiving again, in a world 
of plenty and at peace. 
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Dare We Give Thanks? 


ARE we give thanks for our abundant harvests 

and for our well-filled food bins, while more than 
half the world is starving? Dare we give thanks for 
our teeming undamaged cities, while cities of the old 
world and of the ancient Orient stand in ruins, their 
populations decimated? 


We must give thanks. Gratitude for good fortune 
is as natural and spontaneous as breathing. The wave 
of thanksgiving that welled up from human hearts 
when the war ceased was as inevitable and as irre- 
sistible as the tides of the ocean. The answer to our 
questions is to be found in the fact that gratitude may 
be elevating or debasing. Our thanksgiving may be 
selfish or thoughtless. In either case it will be ignoble. 
Our thanksgiving can be thoughtful, humble, and gen- 
erous. If such it is, it will be noble. Only if it is thus 
noble, can we dare to celebrate the Feast of Thanks- 
giving in our so fortunate America. 


Dare we celebrate Thanksgiving? The answer 
depends on which element of this compound word we 
emphasize. If we are smugly thankful, our Thanks- 
giving will be a monstrous national orgy of self-con- 
gratulation. Such a thanksgiving would be only a 
repetition of an old mistake made by many ancient 
fools, who said to themselves, “Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years; Take thine ease.” His- 
toryis littered with nations overcome by this self- 
confplacent pride. All such peoples learned too late 
that such pride “cometh before a fall.’ We dare not, 
then, be only thankful. We must not feast in ease 
while others hunger. 

‘When the world was young, man, with deep racial 
wisdom, expressed his thanks by giving. The first 


fruits of his flocks he gave to the gods. A portion of 
his substance he set aside for the stranger and the 
needy. Time has not changed the order of this rite. 
The centuries have validated the sacrifice before the 
feast. This fateful hour of the world’s history demands 
of us that our thanking be giving, more than feasting. 
This means that there will be leaner tables in America 
on Thursday, November 22. So it should be. We 
are called to lay before the altar of our God, for the 
stranger and the needy, an unprecedented offering of 
our best fruits. This may mean that rationing should 
be continued for an indefinite period. So mote it be! 
Our offerings will not be burned on altars of stone or 
brass. They will be loaded into the holds of stout 
ships. Those offermgs will feed and clothe hungry and 
shivering men, women, and little children. And the 
God who pities the widow and the orphan will bind 
prosperous America and a suffering world with bonds 
of fellowship more precious than all of earth’s treasure. 

Any other Thanksgiving is unthinkable. Voices 
are raised in our midst insinuating that we had better 
measure prudently the amount of our resources which 
we pour out to the world’s needy. These are counsels 
of darkness and old Chaos. In parsimony and pru- 
dence that refuses to sacrifice are the seeds of hate and 
war for our children’s children. 

A world of strangers that are hungry and naked 
and sick look to us for help. Our help must be imme- 
diate; it must be unstinted; and it must be continuous. 
The starving cannot wait for another harvest. With- 
out our help they have not strength for planting. 


America must give great help. Only thus do we 
dare give thanks. 


A Workman That Needeth Not to Be Ashamed 


N the General Sunday School Association page of 

this number there appears an announcement of 
the resignation of Miss Susan M. Andrews as director 
of the Association. Miss Andrews’ resignation takes 
effect July 1, 1946. 


Fag 


For fourteen years Susan M. Andrews has been 
head of our religious-education work. Working under 
the severest kind of budgetary limitations and an 
understaffed department, Miss Andrews has neverthe- 
less given our church-school workers educational] leader- 
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ship of rare quality. These fourteen years have brought 
about a steady improvement in the curriculum of our 
schools and in the standards of teaching. Helps in 
printed form have increased in quantity and quality. 
Field work, summer and winter, has increased in 
amount and in scope. Almost all of this improvement 
is directly due to the enthusiasm, the loyalty, the 
thoughtfulness, and the hard work of the director. 
Miss Andrews’ work has not been confined within 
the limits of the Sunday School Association. She has 
been wise counselor and hard-working staff member 
of the larger denominational organization. Since the 
days of the Council of Executives which preceded the 


Planning Council, Susan Andrews has been the head 
and heart of the leadership-training and summer-insti- 
tute work. Under her guidance and by grace of her 
patient persistence our summer institutes have become 
high-grade summer schools. For this alone the denomi- 
nation at large owes her a debt of gratitude. 

Sometimes we have said, “Susan Andrews is a per- 
fectionist.” In our rough and ready slapdash manner 
we wanted to go ahead with projects which Miss 
Andrews said we ought to “think through.” She was 
right, and we were wrong. We need more “perfection- 
ists” like Susan Andrews. We salute her, “a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed.” 


A Departure from Our Historic Liberalism 


HEN, in the August 4 Leaprr, we published the 

notice of a proposed amendment to our Declara- 
tion of Faith, as proposed by the Ohio Universalist 
Convention, we were troubled by the proposal but 
made no comment. Recently we have reread this pro- 
posed amendment and are still more troubled. 


The first article of our declaration states: 


The bond of fellowship in the Universalist Church of 
America shall be a common purpose to do the will of God as 
Jesus revealed it, and to co-operate in establishing the Kingdom 
for which he lived and died. 

To that end we avow our faith in God as Eternal and Ail- 
Conquering Love, in the spiritual leadership of Jesus, m the 
supreme worth of every human personality, in the authority 
of truth known or to be known, and in the power of men of 
good will and sacrificial spirit to overcome all evil and pro- 
gressively establish the Kingdom of God. Neither this nor 
any other statement shall be imposed as a creedal test, 
provided that the faith thus indicated be professed. 


Our Ohio friends, apparently unsatisfied with the 
broad latitude of interpretation allowed by the liberty 
clause with which this splendid declaration closes, pro- 
pose to insert in the phrase recognizing the spiritual 
leadership of Jesus an amazing negation. They would 
have the second paragraph begin: 


“To that end we avow our faith in the Universal 
Fatherhood of God, in the spiritual leadership—not 
deity—of Jesus. (The rest of the paragraph is 
unchanged.) 


” 


Now we do not, as the common saying goes, “be- 
lieve in the deity of Jesus.” So we assume that we 
qualify as bemg in ideological agreement with the pro- 
ponents of the amendment. We do believe in the 
spiritual leadership of Jesus, and we do believe that 
the spirit which was in Jesus was and is a revelation 
of the nature of God. We are Unitarian in our theology. 
We, who are Unitarian, have friends who are in and 
of the Universalist fellowship who are Trinitarian in 
theology. What’s more, they are intelligent and highly 
ethical people. Neither we nor they are in the slightest 
disposed to quarrel over our theological differences. 
Rather, we are disposed to say to. each other, “Draw 
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if thou canst the mystic line *twixt what is human, 
what divine.” There the matter rests, and we go on 
together to the more important job of trying to express 
the spirit of Jesus in the lives we live. 

This is the way we had supposed it was with all 
Universalists. We thought the issue of Trinitarianism 
or Unitarianism was thus settled long ago, in the man- 
ner expressed in classic form by the late Dr. Frederic W. 
Perkins, when he said: “If one should call himself a 
Trinitarian because Jesus appeals primarily as the 
supreme revelation of the human life of God, that is 
his privilege as a Universalist. If he calls himself a 
Unitarian because Jesus appeals primarily as the 
supreme revelation of the possibilities of man, that is 
his privilege. And if, as in the case of many of us, 
both labels have ceased to matter, and one prefers to 
be called an unclassified Christian, that is his privilege.” 
—/(Beliefs Commonly Held Among Us.) 

This, we strongly believe, is as it should be. This 
is indeed in line with our historic liberalism. It is in 
line with the sensible recognition that temperaments, 

vary and, more important, that the essence of divinity 

cannot be comprehended, much less expressed, by the 
feeble words of man. Our first declaration of faith 
adopted at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1790 was 
both humanistic and Christocentric. The declaration 
voiced allegiance to “the man Jesus Christ, in whom 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” The 
phrase probably didn’t satisfy everybody on the day 
it was adopted. It was a compromise between rational 
humanists like Benjamin Rush and mystics like John 
Murray. Murray and Rush wasted no time fighting 
out theological differences. They joined hands and 
occupied themselves with the strenuous business of 
expressing the spirit of Jesus in the institutions of their 
time. And that was as it should be. 

And that is the way it should continue to be in our 
fellowship. We believe that the negation proposed by 
our Ohio friends is an unintentional but nonetheless 
real affront to many loyal, intelligent liberals. We are 
convinced that the proposal is a departure from our 


historic liberalism. We earnestly hope Ohio will with- 
draw the proposal. bs 
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This New World and You! 


Frank D. Adams 


O thou, that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy 
voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid —Isaiah. 40:9. 


()* that Monday morning three months ago, August 
6, 1945, when the first atomic bomb was dropped 
oD Hiroshima, most of the world arose and went about 
its business as usual. Not many knew for several hours 
that,,something portentous had come to pass. I was 
spending the day quietly in the rural parsonage in 
Olinda, working over my: books, totally unaware that 
a new era in world history had been ushered in. 

In this respect I was like the great majority of my 
fellow beings. An epoch was ended—but we did not 
know it. The sun shone as usual, rain fell, flowers 
bloomed and water flowed. The winds blew and fruit 
ripened on the trees. If nature was aware of any 
change she gave no sign. Yet, while we toiled or slept, 
joked or argued with one another, or dozed in the 
sunshine, the shadow of time crept across a crucial line 
on the sundial of the world—and a new age was born. 
Men had discovered the secret of unleashing unlimited 
power! 

Are we quite aware of it now? Do we realize that, 
after centuries of searching, men are at last in posses- 
sion of an instrument of mass suicide, of cosmic hara- 
kiri? Men have always had at hand the means of 
their own destruction; but hitherto on a scale so small 
that it e@uld be limited to individuals or to restricted 
areas. Now we have the means of total and almost 
instantaneous extermination. It is a slightly grotesque 
comparison; yet it is not unlike the once laborious 
task of going into your garden and plucking for the kill 
a few of the largest and most pernicious parasites. Now 
you spray it all with DDT—and kill virtually every- 
thing that has power of motion. 

This did not all happen in an instant, to be sure. It 
did not come suddenly or without warning. Like every 
other cosmic movement, it had been a long time in 
preparation. Scientists in far-separated corners of the 
earth were stirring their witches’ brew, while they 
poured this or that tentative element into the steam- 
ing caldrons of their probing curiosity. Those who 
were alert to what was going on in the laboratories of 
the nations knew that something prodigious was on 
the make. But, as it has ever been heretofore, a 
specific event marked for historians the actual birth 
of the new era. In this instance it was the dropping 
of a bomb on a spot in Japan of which the world in 
general had been ignorant up to that moment. How 
many of us had ever heard of Hiroshima? Yet the 
dropping of a single bomb there, a bomb upon which 
the expert brains of the world had been working for 
generations, marked for all time the beginning of the 
Atomic Age. rs 
Men have learned how to unleash unlimited power. 
For years scientists had been ‘convinced that the atom 
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was the source of all energy. Rather, let me say, the 
ultimate storehouse of all energy. Its actual source 
no man knows. They were sure also that, if this store- 
house could be broken into, this primal energy would 
be released—but with what world-shaking effects they 
could only conjecture. To break into that storehouse 
meant, im technical language, cracking, or splitting, the 
atom. 

Now I am not a scientist, in the expert, restricted 
sense of that word. Probably no one within the sound 
of my voice would claim that distinction. So we shall 
not confuse our lay minds by attempting any detailed 
explanation of the process of splitting the atom. To 
use a very crude simile, it may be likened to breaking 
an eggshell to get at its stored-up contents. What 
happens then may be likened also to what transpires 
in the kitchen unless the housewife has a pan or basin 
ready to catch and enclose the contents of the eggshell. 
Otherwise, it will be a mess. 

Scientists discovered the secret of breaking the 
shell, of smashing the atom. This proved the long- 
cherished theory that the atom, the primal element in 
all creation, is not matter at all. It is pure energy. 
And when that energy is released in the explosion of 
an atomic bomb, its uncontrolled and uncontrollable 
effects are simply indescribable, as Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki have borne ghastly witness. 

Behold, now, what the tireless research of the 
human mind has wrought! Imagination reels at the 
thought of the execution to which this awful implement 
may be turned. Compared to this, all our earlier dis- 
coveries and inventions were mere child’s play. We 
remember the ancient myth of Prometheus and the 
vengeance which the gods visited upon him because 
he had revealed to mankind the secret of fire. He was 
chained to a rock at the extremity of the world, where 
vultures fed daily upon his liver, whieh was regularly 
renewed during the nighttime. But eventually Prome- 
theus was set free and permitted to return to Olympus 
and a place among the gods. Here we have a premoni- 
tion in the ancient mind of what has lately come to 
pass, the climax of a long succession of amazing dis- 
coveries. The very word Prometheus means thinking 
ahead. 

This has brought us to a great turning point in 
human affairs. Mankind faces an alternative—and 
the choice cannot be refused nor long delayed. This 
titanic power must be kept in leash, harnessed and 
controlled for service and the more abundant life; or, 
failing that, it will fall into the hands of crazy, psychotic 
men, such as the late unlamented Adolf Hitler, who 
will eventually use it to destroy utterly themselves and 
all civilization—perhaps obliterate the human _ race 
altogether. For a Biblical allégory of such a calamity 
we have the story of Samson, who, to avenge himself 
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upon his foes, did not hesitate to include himself in 
their utter destruction. 


That we shall take the second choice is unthinkable. 
The universe is too rational to contemplate such a 
thing. To take the first means, in due time, one world, 
a united family of mankind, materially, politically and 
spiritually the Universalism of which our fathers 
dreamed and for the sake of which we have borne the 
heat and burden of the day. “Then shall the glory 
of the Lord be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together; for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 


Take note, however, that I am not proclaiming the 
millennium. The world has taken the right turn at 
the corner, but there is a long stretch ahead before 
we reach the promised land. The reasons for making 
the turn are not all idealistic. In the minds of a great 
multitude it wasn’t the vision of human brotherhood 
that deflected the steering wheel at the forks of the 
road. It was the very realistic fear of physical exter- 
mination. There is yet no repentance in the surrender 
of Japan. So far its leaders have been motivated by 
nothing nobler than the threat of material destruction. 
Unless there is an uncompromising rigidity in the policy 
of the allied control for years to come, a rigidity which 
is not inconsistent with justice and fair dealing, the 
war lords of Nippon will certainly try it again. 

The Japanese army was not defeated in the field; 
and already that fact is being used to the utmost in 
deluding the people, assuring them that they ceased 
fighting only out of deference to the emperor, who 
asked them to do so. It is really only a breathing 
spell. Tomorrow is another day. That, let us remem- 
ber, was our fatal mistake with Germany twenty-five 
years ago. The victorious nations did nothing intelli- 
gent to halt the demagogues who were using that very 
argument with the German people. Their army had 
never been defeated, they said. Their land had not 
been invaded. Germany collapsed, not because she 
had been whipped, but because she had been betrayed 
—by the Jews or some other bogey! So we had to 
mortgage our civilization for the next hundred years 
to give them a thorough beating after their brazen 
second attempt. Unless we have learned wisdom 
through experience, the Japanese will turn the same 
trick. 

This is only one of many hurdles to be taken. The 
world is a medley of mixed motives. Force and fear 
are too often the weights that turn the balance. Intrigue 
and ambition are still at work, only biding their time 
until they can exploit human weakness again. Men 
in the mass, though dazzled by flashes of sunlight, are 
still groping in the dark. It will take years to bring 
order out of the confusion, to make the goal plainly 
visible and the road to it fit for our unpracticed feet. 
Most of all it calls for leadership; a few men here and 
there to whom the vision is clear; men of courage, men 
of patience, men of faith. 

The most heartening fact of all is that so many are 
now willing to follow such leadership, and that ‘the 
leadership has fallen willy-nilly into the hands of 
America. Those who jibe and chatter that men never 


f 


514 


change are silenced by the spectacle of a nation, hope- 
lessly isolationist two decades ago, now accepting in a 
sober, even prayerful, spirit the staggering task of 
welding the broken pieces of our political world into a 
form of unity and co-operation. To have lived to see 
this day is reward enough for a generation of blood, 
sweat and tears. 

Another thing. There is a word now on the tongues 
of men which was once evaded, derided, feared and 
sometimes abhorred. In the September number of the 
Atlantic Monthly, in the section entitled “Report on 
the World Today,” is a significant paragraph. It is, 
in fact, the conclusion of a total survey of the world 
situation as it stands at the present moment. “Presi- 
dent Truman, with the idea of promoting a world 
republic, is leading the way in accenting universalism 
instead of internationalism; the U. S. wants the nations 
of the earth banded together according to one set of 
international rules applicable to all.” 

He is leading the way in accenting universalism! 
The use of that word in such a connection sets up a 
new landmark. The writer did not spell it with a 
capital letter, to be sure. He did not have in mind 
any ecclesiastical concept or religious affiliation. He 
was taking that mighty word, so long buffeted and 
scorned, in a vastly broader sense, as the only adequate 
description of his picture of the coming world-order. 
An order in which the total life of mankind shall flow 
in one common current of friendly, co-operative effort. 

Dr. Benjamin Rush was one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence, a shining light among 
the radicals of those stirring days. We ought to know 
more about this brave physician, for he was in the 
forefront of the few Universalists in the City of 
Brotherly Love. In 1787, four years after the War for 
Independence was concluded, Dr. Rush admonished 
his countrymen not to confound the terms American 
Revolution and the late American War. They do not 
mean the same thing at all, he said. The war is over; 
but the Revolution is only begun. They had seen only 
the first act of that great drama. 

We are only at the beginning of a world revolution. 
The objective is in view, the strategy is fairly clear. 
We have started ahead on the Universalist foundation. 
Whatever men may say to the contrary, every victory 
in this crusade will be a triumph for the Universalist 
concept applied to the total human problem. 

How I wish I could drill that truth into your hearts, 
and into the hearts of all those who have glimpsed this 
faith as the only hope of the world! Universalism is 
here! It shoots like a line of fire throughout the San 
Francisco charter; it sounds in the proclamations of 
presidents and prime ministers; it echoes in the wistful 
words of generals and admirals who realize that the 
laurels of their victories will soon wither and fade unless 
our new-found strength is turned fervently into the 
ways of global amity and peace. 

Is the crusade to carry on? The angwer to that 
question is in your hands—and mine. 

It is always difficult, in a democracy such as ours, 
to make the people realize that they themselves are the 
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government. The government is not some foggy, mys- 
tical thing out yonder, the source of all economic and 
political miracles. What the government does for us 
we do for ourselves. If the government fails, it is 
because we have failed. Even so the church is the 
people who compose it, its spirit is the combined spirit 
of its constituency. Universalism, as a power in the 
world, is the combined power made up by adding 
together the influence of all the individuals who have 
avowed it as their way of life. What sort of person 
oe you be, therefore, if your bit of strength is to 

elp send this cosmic crusade on its increasing way? 
For it is idle to hope that the world we make can be 
any better than the people who make it. 

You must be free of race hatred and intolerance 
That, it seems to me, is the sine qua non, the first and 
greatest necessity. If we are to have a unified world, 
it will have to be made up of different races who have 
learned to work together. This doesn’t mean that you 
must embrace every individual you meet on the street; 
but itt does mean that you must concede to him an 
equal right to life on this common earth and with 
equality of opportunity. 
peculiar color or lingo has made you a superman or 
endowed you with any right to tyrannize over any 
other human being. 

You must be willing, even eager, to be just. 


With 


Our Efforts Have Not 


James*W. McKnight 


OMETHING over ninety years ago an American 

naval officer of high rank sailed into an important 
Japanese port, under the protection of his gunboat, to 
serve an ultimatum on the Imperial Japanese govern- 
ment to open its closed ports to Western trade rela- 
tionships or suffer serious consequences. The hermit 
nation of Japan, preferring to live quietly to itself, was 
forced against its will to enter into complete interna- 
tional association with the United States and eventually 
all the other great powers. 

‘Japan rubbed its sleepy eyes and saw how outdated 
it was. It saw the British and American warships 
going where they willed. It saw the opium traffic 
forced upon the Chinese Empire. It saw European 
countries, even tiny Portugal, grabbing valuable ports 
and river concessions. American and British business 
interests fastened predatory arms upon this great 
peaceful land. Missionaries entered Asia protected by 
the might and power of military and naval force, not 
taking their chances to win slowly the good will of the 
people. 4 

The Boxer uprising, a pathetic and futile attempt 
on the part of a patriotic Chinese society to save the 
world’s oldest culture from the inroads of the foreign 
devils, who were commercializing and seizing what 
China deemed to be most Eastern and native, must 
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It doesn’t mean that your 


Been Enough 


all our modern scientific gadgets, we have not been 
able to improve upon the ethical pronouncement of 
the prophet Micah: “What doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God?” To love mercy: which means 
being what is sometimes called generous. It means a 
peculiar kind of selflessness which is going to be hard 
on us Americans, north, south, east and west, who 
have been nurtured in the belief that geography, or 
natural resources, or some peculiar smartness, or maybe 
the inscrutable will of God, has given us a monopoly 
of the good things of the earth or the right to a better 
scale of living than anybody else. But as a Universalist 
you will have to come to the scratch. 

And you must be patient, long-suffering and kind. 
Always kind—for human flesh is fallible and weak. 
You must have a great forbearance, seeking always to 
understand what is in the hearts of your fellow men. 
As your faith is greater than that of those who have 
never glimpsed its horizon, so must your heart and soul 
be greater than those who are yet to see the light. 

“Now we that are strong,” said the apostle, “ought 
to bear the burdens that the weak make for themselves 
and us. We are not to please ourselves.” (Moffatt, 
Rom. 15:1.) This is the cardinal doctrine, the pulsing 
heart, of the Christian religion. Undergirded by the 
power of God, Jet us strive to give it reality. 


have made a great Impression on the once hermit 
nation, Japan. She looked across the China Sea and 
made her great decision. She became the great im- 
itator. The teachings of Confucius and Buddha were 
in effect displaced. She resolved that she would not 
suffer the humiliation of her great neighbor. The 
gentlemen and scholars who had been at the top of the 
cultural ranks were demoted, and the soldiers and busi- 
nessmen were exalted. Japan organized as the hated 
Western people did, but kept as much as possible her 
color and stage dressing. Art, conventions and archi- 
tecture stayed native, but the quaint Japanese ways 
of war changed rapidly. The sword and the bow and 
arrow gave way to the cannon and the shell. Japan’s 
soldiers became very efficient. She became the Eng- 
land of the Pacific, as Russia discovered in the closing 
years of the nineteenth century. The Emperor and 
the great business houses, with the military, were the 
real power, while parliamentary government was 
allowed to exist as a sort of sop to political liberalism. 

Japan seized Korea, fought and won a rather easy 
war with China, and demonstrated her naval prowess 
in the war with Russia, which was settled in her favor 
by the intercession of President Theodore Roosevelt. 
She began to make encroachments in China proper, 
Manchuria, Shantung. Japan sought to imitate the 
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white man in order to defeat him. She began to excel 
him in many ways. 

Japan began to be very sensitive about the treat- 
ment of her nationals in the United States and the 
Pacific islands, and resented deeply the exclusion 


policies developed in Australia and this country. 


Then, when the Germans struck, for power and 
empire, Japan said, “Now is the time! We are the 
superior people. It is now or never.” The Japanese 
tried, and made a resolute bid. Now they bow before 
their Emperor, saying, with their heads in the dust, 
“Forgive us, O Most High, for our efforts have not 
been enough.” 

We look into the past, and try to examine it care- 
fully. Just how did the world fall into such a slough 
of despond or dismal swamp? The roots of war are 
always buried deep. We all helped bring on this war. 
We all are partially guilty. 

‘Imperialism brought on this war. This means: Our 
selfish desire to expand at others’ expense brought it on. 
Imperialism is built on the theory that we have the 
right to certain concessions that others do not enjoy. 
The idea that we were carrying the white man’s burden 
contributed to our superior attitude. 

Fascism brought on this war. It is just the opposite 
of Universalist Christianity. It involves race prejudice, 
the hatred of those who are different, anti-Semitism, 
the doctrine of the superman. It means the false manip- 
ulation of theology, the disregard of all that Jesus, 
Buddha, Confucius taught. The refusal to accept 
the idealism of the League of Nations brought on this 
war. 1919 was a great moment in history. We muffed 
the ball. We did not know what time it was. America, 
who had suffered least of all the nations, turned her 
back on the world. We refused to worry any more 
about Armenia or Serbia. The sale of scrap iron to 
Japan certainly helped bring on this war. 

_ The causes of war go pretty far back. Not just 
Pearl Harbor, but the Oriental Exclusion Act; not just 
the march into the Rhineland, but prohibitive tariffs; 
not just the rise of Hitler and Mussolini, but the failure 
of liberal.democracy to have faith in itself and the 
failure of liberal Christianity to sacrifice for a better 
world; the refusal to unite Protestantism in good works. 
The war was caused, not just by the attack on Poland, 
but also by the refusal of the great democracies to give 
normal and natural assistance to the Republic of Spain 
in her great hour of trial. 

Now we have a fresh start in building a better 
world. Europe is prostrate; famine, envy, hatred are 
everywhere. Asia is torn wide open. Yet many voices 
here‘ are saying, “We don’t want to go without our 
butter, what do we care for the life of a Pole or a 
Chinese?” The Jews, the people of Jesus, have been 
killed. by the millions, and yet many churchmen are 
against their admission to their ancient homeland, for 
fear it will disturb our treaties with the Arabs. In 
Heaven’s name, if the Jews can’t go to Palestine, where 
can they go? 

The United Nations is not nearly as democratic an 
organization as the League of Nations, but it is the 
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Triumph 


O God, we thank thee for the sunrise which i 
stronger than clouds and the shadow of death. 


We thank thee for the warmth which steals back 
into our hearts through time. 


We thank thee for the gaiety which breaks fortl 
without our knowing how. 


We thank thee for the hope which casts back : 
different light upon our mistakes. 


We thank thee for glorious hours which blot ow 
days of disappointment. 


We thank thee for wonderful loves which make 
the wilderness blossom as the rose. 


We thank thee for lilies of quiet thought whick 


shed a peace even when the fields are barren. 


We thank thee for the deep darkness where ow 
roots have been kept alive. 


O God, lift up the light of thy countenance up@ 
us and give us the morning star. Amen. 


Vv. 2 


best that we have. We must begin with it. There 
must be good will and mutual understanding betweer 
the great powers. Here, we have no choice, it is eithé 
this or oblivion. America should be able to work wel 
with Socialist Britain, with its religious ethical back 
ground, and it must work well with the mighty Sovie 
Union, which is a strong national federation itself. 
At the close of the last war, America cried: “Baek 
to normalcy, let’s just hoe our own garden. Let’s buik 
a wall of economic protection around us, and put ow 
shining armor and sword of Sir Galahad back on 
hook again, and just make money.” Do we want 
go back to that kind of normaley? Do we want t 
have a depression in every generation? Do we walt 
to go back to our private gains, lusts, exploitations! 
Or are we our brother’s keeper? Are we willing t 
feed those who have been our enemies? If we do not 
the judgment of God may be that life as we know i 
is not worth the living, and that through another wa’ 
we will disappear from the face of the earth. ; 
Toyohiko Kagawa said, ten years ago, that we mus 
co-operate. It is more important today that we dk 
so than it was then. In 1882, Dr. Washington Gladden 
minister of the First Congregational Church of Colum 
bus, Ohio, speaking before a commencement gatherin, 
at Meadville Theological Seminary, said, “A man ma} 
be a Christian who is a master or a slave but the logi 
of Christianity is liberty; a man may be a Christia 
who is an aristocrat or a plebeian but the logie of Chris 
tianity is democracy; a man may be a Christian who i 


-a capitalist or wage earner but the logic of Christianit: 


is co-operation.” 


This, then, is the only way to th 
Kingdom of God. . 
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The Williamstown Meetings 


Central Planning Council, Board of Trustees of the Universalist Church of America, 
Executive Board of the Association of Universalist Women, General Sunday School 
Association Board, Central Fellowship Committee, and Literature Commission sessions 
at Williamstown, Massachusetts, October 22-26. 


N the gloaming of a late October day a little group 

of men and women, businessmen and ministers, 
housewives and professional workers assembled at 
- Williamstown on the business of their church, to coni- 
migsion and consecrate a young man to a mission of 
mercy. These men and women were the officers and 
official Board of the Universalist Church of America, 
and the young missionary was the Reverend Carleton 
M. Fishery now on the high seas en routé to do relief 
work among the children of Holland. Mr. Fisher was 
presented to the Board and spoke briefly of what he 
hoped to do as our representative in stricken Europe. 
President Ellsworth Reamon made a few remarks, and 
quietly called the members of the group to their feet 
and to prayer. Stanley Manning’s brief prayer that 
we all do our part as Christians to relieve the suffering 
of little children and the heartache of stricken parents 
will never be forgotten by those who heard it. We ‘not 
only commissioned Carleton Fisher, we also consecrated 
_oursélves to full support of the work. This spontaneous 
service, closing the Thursday afternoon (October 25) 
session, was the high spot of a full week of sincere and 
consecrated work by the Boards and Committees of 
our democratic fellowship of churches. 

The*Board of the Universalist Church of America, 
in business session from October 24 through October 
26, voted to guarantee for the Holland project, for the 
fiscal year 1945-1946, up to $10,000. The project was 
also included in the current Unified Appeal budget. On 
recommendation of the Central Planning Council, which 
had met two days before, the Board voted to hold the 
next General Assembly at Akron, Ohio, April 25 through 
' April 30, 1946. Unanimously and enthusiastically an 
appropriation of one thousand dollars was voted to the 
John Murray Atwood Fund of the Theological School 
at’St: Lawrence University. Under the general head- 
in& of the Good of the Order there was discussion of 
postwar planning and work. , Matters pertaining to 
this, including specific items for emphasis in our 
‘churches, were referred to a postwar planning com- 
mittee comprised of the Executive Committee and 
representatives of State Conventions and to the Cen- 
tral Planning Council. There was strong conviction 
that a Fr alionsidaved program be brought to the next 
General Assembly. The matter of an adequate pension 
plan for our ministers was referred to the Executive 
Committee. 

The treasurer’s report showed a balanced budget, 
and the Committee on Budget and Control presented 
a balanced budget for the coming year. Included in 
the budget as adopted was $4,500 for aid to churches. 
The Planning’ Council was voted $1,250 for institute 
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and other leadership training work. For the produc- 
tion of pamphlet material the Committee on Literature 
was voted $1,200. 

The report of the Church Extension Board showed 
that the Board had adopted as a current project the 
bringing of a Chinese physician to this country for 
additional training in the field of contagious diseases 
among children. Dr. Pi, Associate Professor of Pediat- 
rics at Cheeloo University, has been selected. The 
cost of this project will be $2,000, to be taken from 
accumulated income from International Church Exten- 
sion Board funds. This provides for travel to this 
country and return, The expense of training will be 
assumed by Western Reserve University and the Cleve- 
land City Hospital. The Church Extension Board also 
voted $250 for Japan relief. In connection with the 
Church Extension Board report a vote passed at a 
jomt meeting of the Church Extension Board and the 
Board of the Association of Universalist Women was 
read. The vote, urging an aggressive movement in our 
church, follows. 

“VOTED, that we forward as the expression of this 
joint committee a communication to the U. C. A. Board, 
saying that at this meeting we came to agreement as 
to the necessity of launching an aggressive missionary 
movement in the Universalist Church; and VOTED, 
masmuch as this will require the educating of. our 
people and recruiting of funds for the support of this 
work, to ask that the work of the I. C. E. B. be given 
a place in the financial planning of the total church.” 

This vote was referred to the Executive Committee 
for action in connection with postwar planning. The 
Board also voted to recommend to the General Assembly 
“the creation ‘of an International Chureh Extension 
Committee, to be appointed by this board with at least 
one representative nominated by the Association of 
Universalist Women, and one by the Universalist Youth 
Fellowship, with powers and duties to be set forth in 
the resolution creating such committee, such com- 
mittee to take the place of the present International 
Church Extension Board, and that pending such ap- 
pointment the present International Church Extension 
Board be requested to undertake no new project with- 
out the concurrence of this Board of Trustees, and 
that the Association of Universalist Women be re- 
quested to co-operate to the same end; and that the 
president of this Board of Trustees be authorized in 
conjunction with the Association of Universalist Women 
to appoint a committee to make recommendations to 
the General Assembly for the creation of the new Inter- 
national Church Extension Committee and the defining 
of its powers; and that such committee be requested 
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to submit its recommendations to this Board of Trus- 
tees in advance of the General Assembly.” 

The successful conference of the Planning Council 
and representatives of various regional and interest 
eroups in the summer of 1944 brought a recommenda- 
tion from the Planning Council, reported by Dr. Cum- 
mins, that a jot meeting of the Planning Council 
together with state superintendents and representatives 
of states or areas not having superintendents be held 
in the fall of years in which the General Assembly does 
not meet. The council also recommended that its repre- 
sentatives report to regional meetings the findings and 
plans of the Council. The Board voted to commend 
the idea of joint meetings during the “off convention 
year.’ Dr. Cummins announced the forthcoming 
meeting of the state superintendents with the general 
superintendent at Syracuse, New York, November 29 
and 30. 


Ann 
Postma, 
Delegate 
to 

World 
Youth 
Council, 


London 


From the department of youth work came the 
announcement that Ann Postma, wartime president of 
the Universalist Youth Fellowship, has gone to London, 
England, to attend the World Youth Council of the 
International Youth Conference. Miss Postma is one 
of five church representatives from this country. 


Letter from Holland 


The secretary read the following letter from Mr. 
W. R. C. Noordhoff, secretary of the Central Commit- 
tee for Free Protestantism in the Netherlands: 


Haarlem, Emmalaan 1, Holland 


To the‘Universalist General Convention 
Boston, Mass., U.S.A. 
Gentlemen: 

The Central Committee for Free Protestantism in the 
Netherlands held its first meeting after the liberation last 
week. 

I am authorized to convey to you in behalf of all the lib- 


erals in Holland and in the East Indies a message of deep 
gratitude. 
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Of course it is the American people as a whole which by 
a gigantic effort won this war and liberated the whole of the 
Dutch people and so many other peoples, in fellowship with 
the British and Canadians. But it seems fit that we in Europe! 
should try to express our feelings of gratitude section by 
section and again and again. So this letter carries these feel-. 
ings from liberals to liberals. Among those who fought near 
Eindhoven and Maastricht there must have been American’ 
Universalists. Universalist parents regret the death of their 
soldier or pilot sons. And all of you have offered your share 
in the great enterprise which resulted in the precious gift 
which you gave us: Freedom. 

We who rejoice in the benefits of this freedom every day 
and every hour of our lives, we wish that you in America 
should know how grateful we are. 

We would ask you to forward your message of thanks and 
good will to your ministers and congregations in such ways as 
you may think suitable. 

With good wishes for our future co-operation, 

Yours respectfully, 


W. R. C. Noordhoff, Secretary 


The Board voted to extend our good wishes to these 
liberal Dutch Christians and to indicate our hope that 
in due time our representative, the Reverend Carleton 
Fisher, may be in Holland to extend to them our 
personal and fraternal greetings. 


Association of Universalist Women 


A new president and three new trustees were ap- 
pointed by the Executive Board from a slate prepared 
by the regular nominating committee. Mrs. Holbrook 
Mulford of Oak Park, Illinois, became president, 
succeeding Mrs. Seth R. Brooks of Washington, D. C. 
New trustees are Mrs. Martin Jansson, Davisville, 
Rhode Island, Mrs. Gustay Jansson, Syracuse, New 
York, and Mrs. Arnold L. Simonson, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 

The Board heard a report of a survey of the 
Friendly House, North Carolina, made by Dr. Vladimir 
E. Hartman, field secretary of Southern mountain 
work. Dr. Hartman reported that a fine piece of work 
had been done at Friendly House, and recommende 
the continuation of the project. The Board voted to 
continue the Friendly House work. 

G. S. S. A. Board | 

It was decided by the Trustees of the General 
Sunday School Association that the present officers 
remain until the next convention meeting at the time 
of the General Assembly. | 

The report of the Association showed that $1,390 
had been contributed by members of our church schools 
for relief in Southeast Asia. To the Jordan Neighbor- 
hood House there was given $1,148, raised by the 
American Friendship offering taken in the schools. 
Twelve church schools have been re-opened this year, 
and two new schools established. The year has seen 
a great increase of field work by members of the staff. 
Together Miss Andrews and Miss Winchester have 
visited more than a hundred schools. On a large number 
of such visits Miss Winchester has stayed two or three 
days. The Association recognizes the need for more 
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trained directors of religious education, and is taking 
steps toward recruiting candidates for this work. The 
staff has under preparation several publication projects, 


including several on education in denominational 
concerns. 


Those present at Williamstown: 


The Central Planning Council: Dr. Robert 
Cummins, chairman; Esther A. Richardson, secretary; 
Susan M. Andrews (General Sunday School Associa- 
tion); Ida M. Folsom (Association of Universalist 

omen); Corinne H. Brooks; Dr. Roger Bosworth, 
Ray Hopkins (Universalist Youth Fellowship); A. 
Edwin Grimes, general field worker; Rev. Charles A. 
Wyman (Universalist Publishing House) ; Dr. Emerson 
Hugh Lalone (Tue Curistran Leaver). 


Board of Trustees, Universalist Church of 
America: Dr. Ellsworth C. Reamon, president; Dr. 
Robert Cummins, general superintendent; Esther A. 
Richardson, secretary; A. Ingham Bicknell, treasurer; 
Corinne H. Brooks, Dr. Emerson Hugh Lalone, vice- 
presidents; Mrs. Ezra B. Wood, Fred B. Perkins, Dr. 
Benjamin B. Hersey, Dr. Stanley Manning, Samuel F. 
Parker, the Rev. Donald K. Evans, Harold S. Latham, 
Dr. Carl] H. Olson. 


Board of Trustees, General Sunday School 
Association: Harold S. Latham, Rev. Donald K. Evans, 
Glenn McIntire. 


Central Fellowship Committee:Hon. Clement F. 
Robinson, Dr. Max A. Kapp, Dr. Emerson Hugh 
Lalone, Esther A. Richardson, secretary; 


Literature Commission: Harold S. Latham, Rev. 
Raymond J. Baughan, Dr. Donald B. F. Hoyt, Rey. 
Edna P. Bruner, Dr. Emerson Hugh Lalone. 


Association of Universalist Women Board 
(including new members): Corinne H. Brooks, Mrs. 
Holbrook Mulford, Mrs. Lillian C. Dunn, Mrs. George 
L. Champlin, Miss Bernice Cunningham, Mrs. Edith 
W. Polsey, Mrs. James Henderson, Mrs. Clement F. 
Robinson, Mrs. Cyrus F. Springall, Mrs. K. Dolbeer 
Smith, new members, Mrs. Martin Jansson, Mrs. 
Gustav Jansson, Mrs. Louis B. Cartwright, Mrs. 
Arnold L. Simonson. 


International Church Extension Beard: Dr. 
John M. Ratcliff, Mrs. Clinton L. Scott, Mrs. Ezra B. 
Wood, Mrs. Cyrus F. Springall. 
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New York Universalists in 120th Annual 
Session Show Growth 


Fred C. Leining 


HE 120th annual convention of New York State 

Universalists, meeting at St. Paul’s Church, Little 
Falls, October 9-11, was a giving convention with 
a record-breaking contribution from the churches for 
the state’s Ministers’ Pension Fund, $1,669.93. This 
‘total will be increased to $1,700 within a month. The 
annual offering for the Theological School of St. 
Lawrence University at the communion service was 
$83, another record-breaking amount. At the banquet, 
thé state superintendent made the appeal for pledges 
and contributions for the work of the state Sunday 
School Association, and the total was $353.53. Dr. 
Weston A. Cate gathered the cash offering in a bushel 
basket, and this amount was $83.53. Dr. Robert 
Cummins reported that the churches of New York 
‘state had contributed twenty-five per cent more to the 
Unified Appeal in the past year than in the previous 
year. The leading churches in Pension offerings were: 
Rochester, $200; Utica, $132; Syracuse, $115; and 
Albion, $109.50. 


Opening Session 


Dr. Benjamin B. Hersey, president, presided at the 
meetings. The welcoming addresses on Tuesday 


evening were given by the Rev. J. Harold Thomson, 
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pastor of the Presbyterian Church, and Clinton Sper- 
back, chairman of the Board of Trustees of St. Paul’s 
Universalist Church. The communion service was 
conducted by the Rev. Howard B. Gilman with lay- 
men of the church serving as deacons. 

Dr. A. Lynn Booth, Buffalo, delivered the occasional 
sermon. His theme was “Runaway Horses—The 
Menace of Uncontrolled Power.” He said: “Our moral 
development has not kept pace with mechanical and 
scientific achievement. Power is in our hands such as 
the human race never had. We lack the spiritual 
equipment to control it. ... We need for our own peace 
and the world’s wellbeing to get the mind that was in 
Jesus, sensing the Fatherhood of God. As our spirit 
is strengthened by Christ, we have control of the 
horses. As our minds are illumined by the Christian 
spirit, only then can we hear the song of the angels: 
‘On earth peace to men of good will.’ ” 


Sunday School Association 

A panel discussion was the feature of the session on 
Wednesday morning, following the business meeting of 
the state Sunday School Association at which Mrs. 
Weston A: Cate, president, presided. The theme was 
“Enlisting Youth” with Charles D. Bonsted of Syra- 


519 


cuse, A. Edwin Grimes of Headquarters, and the Rey. 
John E. Wood of Floral Park as the speakers. 

“Scratches on the varnish of church woodwork,” 
said Mr. Bonsted, “are badges of honor. They testify 
that the young people are using the church.” He urged 
a canvass of children in the neighborhood of a church 
by the young people in the effort for a larger church- 
school membership. 

“Young people are concerned about religion,” said 
Mr. Grimes, “and when the opportunity for religious 
expression is offered, they respond.” He pleaded for 
a well-rounded program of activity, letting them use 
the resources which they possess. 

“We are living in an irreligious world,” said Mr. 
Wood, “and we should commit the young people to 
the liberal point of view in religion. Too often we are 
liberals. in theology and conservatives in our activities. 
Natural human decency is in the young people and 
they should be allowed to express it in their own way 
without the prejudices of their parents.” 


Association of Universalist Women 


Over a hundred women attended the Friendship 
Luncheon of the Association of Universalist Women 
opening the annual sessions Wednesday noon. Mrs. 
Ellsworth C. Reamon, president, presided. A moving 
picture, “The Diary of a Sergeant,” was shown, follow- 
ing the meal. The work of rehabilitation was explained 
by two representatives of the U. 5. Army, showing 
what is being done for wounded soldiers. 

At the afternoon business meeting, reports were 
given by the various officers and chairmen of depart- 
ments. The past year has been most successful in all 
phases of the work. Mrs. John E. Wood, Floral Park, 
reported the latest activities in the Rural Project in 
China and Jordan Neighborhood House. Mrs. 
Benjamin B. Hersey, New York, presented the statis- 
tics on the past season’s work at the Clara Barton 
Birthplace Camp. New York state stood third in the 
list of girls bemg treated at the camp. The organiza- 
tion will have a new department in a Legislative 
Chairman, who will bring before the Association the 
content and import of impending bills before the 
legislature. 


N. Y. State Convention of Universalists 


The New York State Convention of Universalists 
began its series of reports on Wednesday morning. 
The Executive Board showed a wide range of activities. 
The year’s benevolences amounted to $8,318.59. Con- 
tributions were given to the Washington Memorial 
Church, the Theological School of St. Lawrence 
University, the state Council of Churches, the Uni- 
versalist General Sunday School Association, the Uni- 
fied Appeal of the Universalist Church of America, the 
state Sunday School Association, and the Universalist 
Publishing House. Ministers were aided in the pur- 
chase of new books and in their annual retreat at 
Cazenovia, The aid to.churches amounted to $6,972.63. 
The. treasurer’s: report showed that the investment 
profit. ‘was $41,318.75 and the year’s balance: was 
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$3,630.34. From this balance, the Executive Board 
gave $2,500 to the John Murray Atwood Campaign 
for $100,000, inaugurated by the Theological School of 
St. Lawrence University, and $1,000 to the Universalist 
Church of America for the reduction of the notes which 
it has in the Washington Memorial Church. 

The new church organized at Loon Lake and the 
Universalist Church in Newark, New Jersey, were 
accepted into membership. The church in Newark 
was received as an Associate Member. 

Dean John Murray Atwood of the St. Lawrence 
Theological School reported decreased enrollment in 
the School, due to the draft, but expressed a belief that 
the number in the School will be greatly increased in 
this postwar period. The Rev. Harold W. Haynes 
gave the report of the Fellowship Committee, and 
Dr. Weston A. Cate reported for the Ministers’ Pension 
Committee. Twenty persons are on the Pension List, 
with payments amounting to $5,138.01. Dr. L. Ward 
Brigham gave the report of the Committee on Ne- 
crology, calling attention to the deaths of the Rey. 
Ralph E. Horne and Dr. Stanard D. Butler. Dr. 
Emerson H. Lalone and the Rev. Charles A. Wyman 
reported the splendid progress in the affairs of the 
Universalist Publishmg House. 

Dr. Fred C. Leiming, in his annual report as state 
superintendent, said: “God has never said that a Uni- 
versalist church which is shriveling more and more each 
year in a certain location must remain on that site 
until it is dead. If you are not succeeding in one 
location, try another. I am asking for an evangelistie 
fervor in the ensuing year; we have a good story, the 
best, to tell to the nations. We should have a Preach- 
ing Mission in every church, giving communities a 
special opportunity to become acquainted with Uni- 
versalism. We should have a large addition to church 
membership. We are able to finance newspaper and 
other forms of advertising and we should be using this 
means of publicity. We should have frequent gather- 
ings of our laymen and our own institutes in the 
summer period for our young people and church 
leaders. We should do more than merely read a book 
on the rural church, diligently working on such 
churches to bring them up to greater efficiency and 
effectiveness. There is every reason why we should 
have large congregations in every church, and our 
Theological Schools crowded with young people, 
cager to serve our great cause.” 


The Ministers’ Association 


The Rey. George A. Gay, president, presided at the 
annual meeting of the Ministers’ Association in the 
Methodist Church, where the dinner was served. The 
Rev. Lyman I. Achenbach of Towanda, Pennsylvania, 
was the first speaker. He said: “Strong groups are 
now forcing religion into the forms and molds formed 
centuries ago. Orthodox Christianity is a professed 
religion, not a working religion. Universalism, in its 
interpretation of Christianity, is a Universe religion, 
appealing to all peoples.” Dr. Robert Cummins, 
general superintendent, congratulated the ministers on 
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the advance made in New York Universalist churches 
during the year, and expressed his appreciation of the 
mereasing support of the Unified Appeal. 


The Banquet 


The banquet on Wednesday evening was attended 
by not only the delegates but also by large groups who 
came from nearby’ churches, and the parishioners of 
the host church were present in large numbers. The 
young people’s choir members were guests of two lay- 
men of the church and they gave added thrills to the 
foccasion. A group from the Little Falls Symphony 
_ Orchestra provided instrumental music during the 

diner. Dr. Benjamn B. Hersey of New York City 
presided. 

The theme of the occasion was ‘“Re-interpreting 
Universalism in Terms of Today’s World Needs.” Dr. 
Gustave H. Leining of Braintree, Massachusetts, was 
the first speaker. He said: “Universalism is no mere 
string of words. It is real. It is the key to life. The 
gospel of Universalism is the secret of the universe. It 
is the hope and promise of tomorrow. It is the great 
dream of Jesus and humanity and dreams come true. 
Dreams are true and will still be true.” Always there 
was the dream of the better way: “In this present 
catastrophe of a degenerate internationalism, there is 
again the dream that there is a better way, the way of 
brotherhood and peace, and there is. This dream will 
come true and must, in the providence of God, come 

btrue.” 

Dr. Robert Cummins, general superintendent, was 
the second speaker, and his topic was “Building a 
Church around Universalism.” He said: “The church 
is still ¢the most effective means for implanting in 
human life the values that religion represents. As 
Universalists we must free ourselves of the notion that 
by inheriting this church we shall always have it. We 
face a God-given opportunity in these fateful days. 
We have the green light and we must forge ahead or 
pull up to the curb. ... Teach Universalism to your 
children. . . . Know the facts about your faith and 

church. Our need is an intelligently informed and a 
completely united people, who will live their faith and 
then ,commit themselves wholeheartedly to their 
cKurch.” 

» Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws were 
adopted at the sessions on Thursday morning. The 
recommendation of the Executive Board, that the trust 

funds of the State Convention be united in a common 
‘trust fund in which each fund would have its propor- 
tionate share, was adopted. The Committee on Res- 
olutions reported through the Rey. Roy J. Hatt of 
Cortland. | 

é, Dr. Harold H. Niles, Watertown, reported for the 

Committee on Recommendations. The following 
recommendations were adopted: Observing two Sun- 
days previous to the annual sessions for the pension 
offering; endorsing the campaign of the Theological 
School for $100,000 and the contribution made by the 
Executive Board; urging the continuance of the Emer- 
gency Fund of the state superintendent; recommending 
the engagement of an assistant to the state superin- 
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tendent; continuance of the benevolences sponsored by 
the Executive Board; continuance of the Planning 
Council; urging assistance to the Murray Grove Asso- 
ciation; an appreciation, of the faithful work of Dr. 
John van Schaick, Jr., as editor of Tue Curistian 
Leaver, and urging co-operation with Dr. Emerson H. 
Lalone and the Rey. Charles A. Wyman in their new 
offices; in view of the distance to be traveled to attend 
summer institutes on the eastern coast, urging that a 
New York Institute be organized at a convenient and 
attractive location. 

Dr. George E. Huntley of Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts, was the speaker at the luncheon served in the 
church on Thursday noon. His topic was “Making 
Universalist Ministers.” Dr. Fred C. Leining presided 
at the luncheon. Dr. Huntley, the chairman of the 
John Murray Atwood Fund Campaign of the Theo- 
logical School of St. Lawrence University, stressed the 
need of more Universalist ministers in this age, which 
needs the real gospel as it is in Universalism. “We 
must have good theological schools to train these min- 
isters,” said Dr. Huntley, “and in this undertaking 
the Theological School of St. Lawrence University is a 
partner with Tufts College, not a rival, in God’s work.” 


The Officers 


Ministers’ Association: President, Rev. Raymond J. 
Baughan, Newark; vice-president, Rev. Warren B. 
Lovejoy, Ft. Plain; secretary-treasurer, Rey. William J. 
Metz, Central Square. 

State Sunday School Association: President, Rev. 
Edna P. Bruner, Canton; vice-president, Rev. Roy J. 
Hatt, Cortland; secretary, Mrs. Gale Bascombe, 
Oneonta; treasurer, Mrs. Harry Apman, Middletown; 
director for three years, Mrs. Weston A. Cate, 
Rochester. 

Association of Universalist Women: President, Mrs. 
Ellsworth C. Reamon, Syracuse; vice-presidents, Mrs. 
Max A. Kapp, Canton, and Mrs. Clayton Ingison, 
Watertown; financial secretary, Mrs. Clinton A. Moul- 
ton, Dolgeville; recording secretary, Mrs. Harry Rice, 
Rochester; treasurer, Mrs. Carl Reustle, Buffalo; direc- 
tor, Mrs. John E. Wood, Floral Park. 

New York State Convention of Universalists: Presi- 
dent, Dr. Benjamin B. Hersey, New York; vice-presi- 
dent, Roy F. Hayes, Watertown; secretary, Dr. Fred C. 
Leining, Syracuse; treasurer, Donald W. Beebe, Buffalo; 
trustees for three years, Shelby H. Jarman, Waterville, 
and Kenneth Downey, Hornell. 

Fellowship Committee: Dr. Ellsworth C. Reamon, 
Syracuse; Rev. Harold W. Haynes, Herkimer; Dr. 
Weston A. Cate, Rochester; Rev. Howard B. Gilman, 
Little Falls; Ernest M. Trefethen, Syracuse. 

Trustees of Clinton Liberal Institute: Burton B. 
Fairchild, Dexter; Dean John Murray Atwood, Canton; 
Mrs. Maud D. Whitlock, Middletown; Dr. Max A. 
Kapp, Canton. 

Preacher of Occasional Sermon in 1946, Dr. Harold 
H. Niles, Watertown; alternate, Dr. Ellsworth C. 
Reamon. Place of 1946 Sessions, Rochester. 
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The Tree Which Is You 
Vivian T. Pomeroy 


‘yN Beacon Hill in Boston there once grew a tree. 
It was the largest crab apple tree in all New 
England, so they said. It was a splendid tree, forty 
feet tall. If you were old enough to walk on the Hill 
fifteen years ago, you must have seen it. It grew be- 
tween Pinckney and Revere Streets. It had been grow- 
ing there for several hundred years. It had seen a 
thousand strange scenes. Whilst the fierce wars were 
fought, and people with anxious faces passed to and 
fro, and horses’ hooves clattered and rang over the 
steep roads, the tree cast its shade for great men and 
small. It had stood the heaviest snows and the most 
raging storms. There were few things the old crab 
apple tree had not seen. It was so near the Common, 
when on the paths the cows wandered. It had seen 
the great Governors riding by; and generations of 
children had played in its friendly shadow. I cannot 
remember now where I heard all this about the tree; 
but I know it is true. 


Then the time came when great digging began 
around the old tree. It was to be uprooted. Men dug 
and struck around it—down and down. At last it felt 
the earth heaving under it. Huge irons grappled; 
machinery stirred; a small army of men were at work; 
experts stood and gave directions. The grand old tree 
was to be taken from Boston to Cambridge. The 
journey began. Two hours were spent on the roads. 
It went over Longfellow Bridge. The co-operation of 
the Boston, the Cambridge and the Metropolitan 
Police was obtained, so that the trucks could travel on 
Memorial Drive. The old tree was taken to be re- 
planted in the grounds of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. 


But to me the most interesting part of the moving 
of the tree was this. It carried with it twenty tons of 
the earth in which it was born and had grown. Twenty 
tons of its own soil were needed so that the tree might 
have a chance to live on and stand bravely and face the 
winter blast and grow green in the soft airs of spring. 
Of itself, without that soil, it was sure to die quickly. 
Of itself it could never again reach towards the sun and 
throw a friendly shade. Of itself it could not live. 
Perhaps, after these years, it is dead. I do not know. 
It could not live forever. None of us can do that. 


But this I know. If I had gone to see that tree in 
its new home, its first green shoots or even its brave 
bare branches would have spoken to me and said this: 

“You too, little man—and all the friends you have 
—are even as I. You could not be anything good you 
are, save for the soil from which you have grown. The 
thrills you enjoy, the knowledge you have gained, the 
things you do so well, the hopes you have—all these 
things could not be yours apart from the generations 
who struggled and loved and worked and wept and 
laughed and prayed—oh, that rich, rich soil!—so that 
you might stand and blossom and stretch towards 
the sun.” 
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Grateful Graduates 


Alumni of the Old Theological School at 
Canton Testify Regarding Its Efficiency 


rP HE present campaign for additional endowment of 
| the Theological School at St. Lawrence has caused 
a good many Universalist ministers, now successfully 
serving, to testify to the benefits that they received 
from the school and its devoted, competent faculty. 

From a sheaf of recent letters, all emphatic in 
gratitude, the following are selected as representative. 
~ From Rev. Gustav H. Ulrich, D.D., and Mrs. Re- 
becca Ulrich, Seven Springs, North Carolina: 

“To no one do we of the Universalist Church owe a 
greater debt of gratitude than to John Murray Atwood. ~ 
Throughout the years of his service to and leadership 
of the Canton Theological School he has lived his 
liberalism, has been true to it; and in utter devotion 
to the cause of high religion at its best, he has given 
himself to the inspiration and development of servants 
of the church. All those of us who have been blessed 
by the genuineness of his fellowship and the integrity 
of his personality and purpose have been enriched and 
strengthened in our glorious faith.” 

From Rev. Raymond J. Baughan, Newark, New 
Jersey: 

“She mined the metal that was in us, put a fire 
in our brains, and a quest in our spirits. The years 
bring searching changes, but what she has made of us 
and we have made of her reveals itself from day to 
day, an ongoing discovery.” 

From Rev. Donald K. Evans, Chicago, Illinois: 

“Canton Theological School under Dean Atwood 
opened for me innumerable worlds of thought and 
action. It supplied me with the incentive and equip- 
ment to explore and use these fields in my work. A 
debt to the School remains which never can be paid.” 

From Rev. Seth Rogers Brooks, D.D., Washington, _ 
District of Columbia: ‘ 

“To the Canton Theological School and my teachers, 
Dean Atwood, Dr. Miles, Professor Brotherston and 
the late Professor Morrell, I owe a debt of gratitude 
I can never repay.” 

From Rey. Charles Clare Blauvelt, D.D., Pasadena, 
California: 

“I owe more to the School and Dr. Atwood than I 
can ever repay. I rejoice that this campaign has been 
launched and I am sure that all those who know Dr. 
Atwood will contribute to the success of this effort. 
It is high time that the School is given a stronger 
financial foundation.” 

From Rev. Ellsworth C. Reamon, D.D., Syracuse, 
New York (President of the Universalist Church of 
America) : 

“The Theological School at St. Lawrence University 
provided a new way of life for me; it opened new hori- 
zons of happiness; it gave me a sense of values and a 
richer faith; it trained me in the art of worship and 
then led me in the way of human service where the 
deepest joy is found.” 
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Reactions of 


SOMEBODY CARED 
Yo rue Eprtor: 


This past summer I spent two weeks in the beautiful little 
town of Bethel, Maine. This community has a Universalist 
Church which has been closed for some sixteen years by mu- 
tual agreement with the Congregationalists (a fact which I 
learned after I returned home) . 

One of the Sundays of my stay in Bethel was the day set 
aside by the President of the United States as “The Day of 
Prayer.” Passing the Universalist Church on my way to the 
special service, I was much impressed by what I saw on the 
steps of the church, whose doors has been closed for sixteen 
yeatsS. Someone had decorated those steps with a beautiful 
bouquet of lovely flowers, and had placed on a standard be- 
hind the flowers a small American flag. I was deeply moved 
by the beauty and the solemnity and the symbolism of that 
scene. It was thrilling to see the emblems of religious liberty 
ri democracy joining hands in a symbolic expression of free- 

om. 

; But something else impressed me about that gesture. Ap- 
parently some person still had enough of the spark of Univer- 
salist liberalism left within so that he felt called upon to have 
his church play a part in a service of praise and prayer com- 
memorating a costly victory won by the Allied Nations. There 
was still enough fire and zeal in one loyal Universalist to 
prompt him to see to it that his church, even though its doors 
were closed, would take its part in this great national expres- 
sion of reverence and thanksgiving. 

I do not know who placed those flowers on the steps of that 
church. But I do know that something of the same pride 
‘and the desire to see his church take its rightful place in a 
community is what our denomination needs from more people 
who purport to label themselves Universalists. If each of us 
had enough pride in our liberal thought to place the flower of 
our time, and money, and energy, on the doorsteps of our 
chosen church and would rally around the flag of our denom- 
inational program, we would soon take great pride in the 
growing strength of our churches and in the expanding in- 
fluence of our liberal faith. 

I have no hesitancy in’saying that the religious and polit- 
ical life of today needs the basic truths of liberal thought as 
never before. We have something vital to give—let every 
Universalist give it. 


Buel haut sass. Leon S. SIMONETTI 


A TUFTS MAN SPEAKS FOR ST. LAWRENCE 


To THR Eprror: 


“Asa Tufts man who cherishes the degree of doctor of 
divinity from St. Lawrence University, I want to see the 
divinity school of that noble institution flourish, As a Univer- 
salist minister who wants to see good men go into our pul- 
pits and do effective work, no matter where trained, I want 
to see the school at Canton firmly established as one of our 
two dependable sources of supply. As one ‘who sees how 
every possible problem in this confused and torn and bleed- 
ing world is at bottom a spiritual problem, I want to see the 
“spiritual roots of our national life well nourished. I believe 
-that these three desires will be fulfilled in perpetuity by 
placing under the Theological School at St. Lawrence Univer- 
sity a floor of $100,000 in honor of Dr. John Murray Atwood, 
its beloved dean. I hope other Tufts men and women, and 
Universalists of whatever educational background, will feel 
the same way and do what they can, financially, about it. A 
government bond, bought in the forthcoming drive, and made 
over to the School, will be a most effective help. 
¢ Witt1am WaLvace Rose 


| Lynn, Mass. — 
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Our Readers 


COMMUNION TABLE DESERVES PROPER RESPECT 
To THe Eprror: 


For several years I have been concerned by the practice of 
a number of churches in using the communion table as a 
speaker’s or secretary’s desk at conventions, conferences, parish 
meetings, and similar occasions. I once called the attention of a 
state superintendent in another state to this practice, and he 
replied quite simply, “Why, I never thought of that!” 
Thoughtlessness has indeed been the reason for this misuse of 
the Lord’s Table, for no one would be willfully irreverent. 
Nevertheless, it has been and is being done, and I would call 
attention not only to the poor taste involved but also to the 
decided lack of reverence shown. 


Rosert Lewis Weis 
Harrisville, R. I. 


DR. BROTHERSTON ANALYZES BASIC 
MOTIVATION OF SCIENCE 


es Annual Russell Lecture at Tufts College was delivered 

on Wednesday evening, October 10, by Dr. Bruce W. 
Brotherston, Fletcher Professor (Emeritus) at Tufts College. 
Professor Alfred S. Cole, Acting Dean, the School of Religion, 
presided, and President Leonard Carmichael introduced the 
speaker. The Tufts College Glee Club, directed by Dr. Mar- 
shall Swan, rendered “To Thee Alone Be Glory,” by Bach. A 
reception in Dr. Brotherston’s honor was held afterward. 

The lecture was an analysis of basic motivation behind 
science, ethics and religion. Religion proposes a way of Iife 
which will bring life values into unity and hold them thus. 
Science is directed upon the solution of life’s problems. The 
scientific urgency to solve problems directed toward the most 
general and inclusive problems is a religious spirit behind 
science. It is a way of life, using the best knowledge that we 
have, which is the sum total of our science. 

Hence, the separation of science from life in “pure scientific 
disinterestedness” is an artifice, useful for the conduct of spe- 
cial science, but it is merely an artifice. “The field where it 
seems most distinctly to be more than an artifice is the field 
of physics. There are no value judgments in the subject 
matter of physics, and since of course by the fully self- 
conscious spirit of science no special value judgments may im- 
pinge upon the operation of its method, it seems to be com- 
pletely cut off from the life of values. This appearance was 
long enforced by a spurious historic alliance of physics with 
materialistic atomism. The appearance is also spurious. An 
inclusive value judgment holds place in the motivation, or 
subjective side, the inner side, the inspired side, the passion- 
ate side of science, which operates in physics as in moral and 
religious science: so that the claimed all-the-way disinterested- 
ness of physics is a tour de force. Is it not true that the pres- 
tige of physical science is due, not so much to its discoveries 
as such, as to their usefulness, their interplay with human life 
in general? This interplay is of the essence of physics. It 
came lately to transparent issue in the physicists’ revulsion of 
feeling in the first discoveries leading to the production of the 
atomic bomb. The physicist’s first glimpse of so effective an 
instrument of destruction brought him a revulsion of feeling, 
just as-his discovery of a means of constructive advance brings 
him his most sincere satisfaction. It is not possible to ab- 
stract science from life, for the intent of science, the motiva- 
tion of science, is precisely the most general tendency in re- 
flective life, that of the totally inclusive solution of the prob- 
lems of life, which is the inclusive urgency of the spirit, the 
desire of the heart, the directive force toward democracy, 
and the inner meaning of religion.” 
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Our Library Desk 


PsycuoLtocy or Revicion. By Paul E. 
Johnson. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
$2.00. 

This is the kind of book the alert 
minister and student of religion likes to 
read. It is suggestive and stimulating. 
The author, a professor in the Boston 
University School of Theology, is a pro- 
gressive thinker, not only well grounded 
in his own field, but with a definite 
theology and philosophy of life. In this 
study he continually gives expression to 
his views. Indeed, in the course of this 
work he frequently becomes a theologian 
rather than a strict exponent of the psy- 
chology of religion. 
not subtract from the practical value of 
the book, but doubtless adds to it. As 
with an instructor in a class, it is diffi- 
cult for the author to resist the tempta- 
tion to avail himself of the opportunity 
to inject here and there his own particular 
tenets. Dr. Johnson surveys the meth- 
ods and conclusions of other students of 
the subject, and evaluates them from 
the point of view of what he calls 
dynamic and interpersonal psychology. 
Really, however, this judgment is mainly 
from the standpoint of his own religious 
and theological conceptions, as when he 
discusses atheistic belief or humanistic 
worship, which, he holds, is not wor- 
ship. 

The author comprehends his study 
under such heads as Religious Experi- 
ence, Religious Growth, Regenerative 
Powers, Prayer and Devotion, Worship, 
and the like. Readers will be particularly 
interested in the chapters on Religious 
Behavior and Normal Personality. We 
wish that Dr. Johnson had dealt with 
some problems with respect to which 
modern psychology has particular per- 
tinency, e.g.; as to how ideas of God are 
formed. The adequate text on the Psy- 
chology of Religion is yet to be written. 
This, however, is a real contribution to 
study in this interesting field. 

Joun Murray Arwoop 


A Freviow or Inrinire Jest. By Thomas 
Yoseloff. Prentice-Hall. $3.00. 
This new biography of Laurence Sterne 

seems to be the sort of earnest and 

slightly apologetic appraisal which a 

well-meaning friend of poor Yorick 

might make. Its author is full of ad- 
miration for Sterne’s writings, he is 
aware of their influence in the literary 
sphere, he is familiar with the facts of 

Sterne’s life, he is anxious to vindicate 

his vices, and to inspire in his reader an 

appreciation akin to his own. 

Yet one wonders whether, in a work 
of this kind, insight, rather than enthu- 
siasm, is not the prime requisite. Mr. 
Yoseloff is careful and conscientious, 
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This, however, does | 


even repetitious, in his citing of Sterne’s 
creditable actions, but of the real worth 
of the man, as it is found in Sterne’s 
writings, he has very little to say. He is, 
throughout, dependent on fact rather 
than feeling for his interpretation, and 
this empirical approach eventually be- 
trays him into a characterization of 
Sterne as a creature of circumstance: 
“A long struggle against poverty and ill 
health made him a hedonist, and the 
acclaim of the public made him a clown.” 
This of Yorick, always so aloof, so inde- 
pendent of spirit, and always mocking 
at all matters of circumstance? 

Yet Yorick needs a biographer. Who 
hasn’t wondered about the identity of 
Eugenius, Eliza and “dear, dear Kitty,” 
about the many flirtations, and the few 
friendships, and indeed about all the 
opinions and experiences of this para- 
doxical parson? In writing this biog- 
raphy Mr. Yoseloff supplies a good deal 
of information, if little analysis, and in 
a case where there is such a crying need 
for a popular biography, he has the 
tremendous advantage of being the first 
to write one. 

Rosert D. Kirtam 


Marriace In War AND Peace. By Grace 
Sloan Overton. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
$1.75. 

Grace Sloan Overton has just written a 
book which everyone should read. I 
say that advisedly, because the most 
threatened institution in our society to- 
day is that of marriage. Therefore, any 
instrument which may help in the pres- 
ervation of marriage and family life 
should be reckoned with. Marriage in 
War and Peace has been written out of 
the wide experience that Mrs. Overton 
has had with people the country over. 
It has been written with an understand- 
ing heart and a keen and inquiring mind. 
The whole approach to the difficulties 
that beset marriage and social relation- 
ships today has been made from a com- 
mon-sense attitude. The resulting book 
is very, very good. In view of the nu- 
merous articles on this subject that are 
published in every current magazine, it 
is singularly encouraging to read_ this 
book of analysis and advice and to feel 
the confidence of Mrs. Overton that 
there are decent, wholesome solutions to 
all the problems that confront the home 
and family today. 

Mrs. Overton has a rather new ap- 
proach to the returning veteran, one 
that is completely credible. The reader 
has the feeling, throughout the book, 
that the writer is a person who accepts 
people as they are, not hoping to 
remake them or press them into a goody- 
goody mold, but knowing their weak- 
nesses and still seeing the nobility in 


each individual. Because this nobility 
exists, there is hope for that in which 
Mrs. Overton says she believes—the 
American family life. While some as- 
pects of the problem are unpleasant we 
must, she says, deal with them. Infidel- 
ity, delinquency, illegitimacy—these and 
many other specters raise their heads in 
every community. It is the part of 
wisdom to understand and to know how 
to deal with them, how to absorb into 
the community those whose lives have 
been touched by them. We must be- 
ware of passing hasty judgments. 

We have a whole psychology of read- 
justment facing us in the coming years. 
Mrs. Overton’s book will help us to 
make that readjustment, whether we be 
teachers, clergymen, counselors, or just 
lay people with our own lives to live. 

Fiorence W. Srmwronson 


Tue Nature snp Purpose oF THE Gos- 
PELS. By R.V.G. Tasker. Harper & 
Bros. $2.00. 


It is not a simple task for one who 
has been nurtured and trained in the 
liberal tradition, theologically, to review 
a book on the Gospels written by a man 
who avowedly makes his approach from 
the evangelical tradition. Naturally, 
there is the ever-present inclination to 
question the conclusions of such a book. 
It is difficult, therefore, to review objec- 
tively the findings of a man on the other 
side of the fence. 

But for all that, I am bound to say 
that Professor Tasker has made a real 
contribution to our literature on the 
Bible and to our understanding of the 
Gospels. It is evident that the author, 
who is Professor of New Testaments 
Exegesis in the University of London, 


‘ has done an immense amount of research 


in the preparation of his thesis. His 
style is remarkably clear and direct, and 
he has been wise in keeping his book 
free from cumbersome footnotes. All of 
this makes for easy reading. That he 
adds nothing new to our fund of knowl- 
edge about the Gospels should not be 
interpreted as an adverse criticism. 

Never before have I read ‘a better 
summary of the Gospel of Mark. And 
no text with which I am familiar can 
compare to this one in its clear outline 
of the origin, meaning and purpose of 
each Gospel and the relationship of one 
to another. Appendix I contains an 
interesting summary of the extracanoni- 
cal Gospel material. Appendix II sounds 
a needed note on the importance of the 
study of New Testament Greek. Our 
liberal schools of theology might well 
give heed to this word. 

It should be said here that Professor 
Tasker makes use of the “theological- 
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critical” approach to the Gospels, which 
regards all the gospel-material as influ- 
enced by Christian doctrine. He prefers 
this approach to the older “historical- 
critical” method, but he has not. lost 
sight of the values of the historical 
method. And he makes out a good case 
for his conclusion: “The Jesus of His- 
tory and the Christ of Faith are in the 
Gospel inseparable,’ and Jesus “ : 
was not an expounder of a noble system 
of ethics, nor a reformer of society, but 
a proclaimer of God’s will, in obedience 
"to which He himself. lived, spoke, suf- 
fered, and. died.” 
qerhaps the only truly arbitrary note 
i the book comes at the very end, where 
the author winds up with these words: 
“The Jesus that must be accepted or re- 
jected by mankind in every age is not 
the Jesus that can be reconstructed by 
critics from certain passages in the Gos- 
pels (for such a Jesus is, as a rule, 
searcely worth accepting or rejecting), 
but the Jesus of the four Gospels, who 
is no one less than the Christ, the Son 
of God, the Saviour of the world. And 
any ‘Scripture teaching’ or ‘religious edu- 
cation’ which presents Him as anything 
less than this is scarcely worth the 
trouble of those who may engage in it.” 
This is not the voice of the scholar; 
it is the opinion of the evangelist. Never- 
theless, Professor Tasker has given us a 
book which ought to be read and studied 
by all those who sincerely profess the 
Christian faith. 
EvitswortH C. Reamon 


Tue Cuyurcn ANd Demrosraization. By 
J. Gordon Chamberlin. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press. $1.00. 


This timely and valuable book is de- 
signed to serve a twofold purpose: The 
first is perspective for the church con- 
cerning demobilization, and the second 
is to prevent exploitation of veterans by 
short-lived help and other well-inten- 
tioned “but questionable aids. This 
double purpose is carried out as ade- 
@Guately as the pages will allow, with no 
wasted words, no pulling of punches, 
and no idle dreams about utopian meth- 
ods or results. 

From the first chapter, giving the 
‘comprehensive view of demobilization, 
through related situations in employ- 
ment, community, church and country, 
the problems are vivid in their actuality 
and the suggested techniques are most 
pleasantly challenging in their realism. 
It makes no pretense of solving all prob- 
lems in advance, and avoids the over- 
simplification of the complex scene, but 

it points the way to intelligent planning 

for more adequate reintegration of vet- 
--erans. The reader’s time is not wasted 
in flag waving; ‘it is invested im honest 
appraisals and critical evaluations of the 
situation and its needs. 
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For the busy man who wishes to be 
informed on many subjects, this book 
is a delight. It will save him from read- 
mg a dozen less comprehensive books 
on the same subject, and will at the 
same time indicate the best sources for 
detailed investigation of any phase of 
the problem. 

Especially valuable for the churchman 
is the portion concerning the reshaping 
of youth work to meet the needs of 
young adults. It is generally recognized 
that existing organizations are inade- 
quate. This book provides no panacea 
for all situations, but it does analyse the 
problems in a manner that suggests 
effective adaptations to the local need. 
Precise steps that must be followed to 
maintain “A continuous constructive 
contact” are given, and the excellence 
of the advice is self-evident, once the 
picture is seen. 

The book is not a “must,” but it will 
save the reader from laboring through a 
dozen less pungent and realistic treatises 
that have been called “musts.” 


Rocer D. Boswortn 


Try SEE For THEMSELVES. By Spen- 
cer Brown. Harper & Bros. $2.00. 


From a background of vivid, first-hand 
experience with junior and senior high- 
school boys and girls, the author pre- 
sents a variety of vital experiments in 
developing intercultural good will. In 
the early chapters of the book many 
anecdotal illustrations from actual class- 
room situations emphasize and _ clarify 
the author’s sound theory and wholesome 
philosophy. However, in contrast to 
these interesting, challenging sections the 
two chapters preceding the appendix 
become rather tedious by going off on a 
tangent without adding significantly to 
the author’s thesis. 

They See for Themselves describes stu- 
dents acquiring knowledge of prejudice 
and discriminotion by talking directly 
with their classmates, families, neigh- 
bors, tradespeople, and other members 
of the community. They learned some- 
thing of how it feels to be unemployed 
or denied educational opportunities or 
prestige through no personal fault, but 
because one bears the “stigma” of being 
a “Wop,” a Jew, a “Nigger,” or some- 
thing else branded by the unthinking as 
objectionable. | By discovering — facts 
themselves, through conversations with 
men and women who had faced the 
trials and frustrations born of unreason- 
ing bias, and by discussing their findings 
in class, these pupils were moved in 
many instances to present the problems 
in dramatic form, in the hope of making 
the whole community aware to. the point 
of taking constructive a¢tion. 

The three documentary »plays written 


by students, given in the:appendix, pre- 


sent thrilling and impressive. evidence 


that these young people had gained in- 
sight of sufficient emotional force to 
change their own attitudes and to make 
them anxious to work effectively toward 
the prevention of injustices brought 
about through prejudice and diserimina- 
tion, 

Both secular and religious educators 
will find in these pages imspiration as 
well as ideas for working in their own 
communities on projects which will fur- 
ther intercultural appreciation and un- 
derstanding. Such education is the hope 
of that true democracy on which real 
peace depends. 

Evizasern Brigur McKinney 


News From Nortu or tHe Nive. By 
Paul Harris, Jr. Association Press. 
$1.50. 

This little book is a pleasing addition 
to the bookshelf of minister, church- 
school worker or Bible student. It is 
not a book about the Bible; rather, it is 
the Bible arranged as a newspaper. To. 
day’s news-conscious readers will appre- 
ciate this novel presentation. The Old 
Testament is considered as the first spe- 
cial edition of The Alexandria Times and 
the New Testament as the second spe 
cial edition, published in Damascus. 

The fictional dispatches are set in 
newspaper type and style. Each book 
of the Bible is summarized into a page- 
long report. It doesn’t seem possible, 
but the author has included all the 
worthwhile “news.” Listen to these 


headlines: “Amazing Story of Begin- 
nings Found,’ “Valedictory of a 
Leader,’ “Human Drama, the Girl 


Ruth.” Following each dispatch are 
suggestions by the author to help the 
reader enjoy his Bible reading, for the 
reader finds himself going to the Bible 
to read the complete story and look for 
the interesting facts which the compiler 
has dramatized. These “Hints for Dis 
coverers,” as Mr. Harris calls them, are 
fascinating. His method of suggesting 
that the reader search for the news 
value and the “inside story’ makes one 
realize what a swiftly moving account 
the Bible is. 

Included in this book are “Helps for 
Discoverers,’ which give various facts 
about Bible study—a chronological list, 
the story of how we got our Bible, and a 
fine bibliography for Bible study. The 
second’ edition gives a “Brief Description 
of a Short Life.’ through. dispatches 
about “The Person” and “The Group.” 
“The Correspondence Section” publishes 
reports from outlying sections—Colossae, 
Philippi, ete. 

There is a wealth of material here 
for careful study and for those who 
want to refresh their understanding of 
the Bible. A rapid perusal of “News 
from North of the Nile” will be richly 
rewarding. 

Carrout Fenwick, JR 
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Church Schools and Religious Education 


General Sunday School Association, Universalist Church of America, 16 Beacon Street, Bosten 8. 


SUSAN ANDREWS RESIGNS 


It is with very real regret that the 
General Sunday School Association 
announces the resignation of Miss 
Susan M. Andrews as executive di- 
rector. This resignation from the 
important post which Miss Andrews 
has held with the organization for 
fourteen years was accepted most 
reluctantly by the General Sunday 
School Association Board at its Wil- 
iamstown meeting in late October. 
Miss Andrews has agreed to remain 
with the Association until the first 
of July, 1946. 

The news of this resignation will 


be a great shock, not only to those 
who come in contact with the work 
of the Sunday School Association, 
and they are legion, but to hundreds 
of others in our constituency as well. 
Miss Andrews’ contributions to the 


work of Universalism have been 
many and important, and her loss 
will be seriously felt throughout the 
denomination in general. She will 
take with her the appreciation of her 
associates for her years of unselfish 
giving and their best wishes for the 
years to come. 
Harovp S. Larnam, President 
General Sunday School Association 


A PAMPHLET ON 
TEACHING UNIVERSALISM 


A pamphlet describing ways of teach- 
ing facts about the Universalist Church, 
past and present, its Avowal of Faith, 
and so forth, is about to be written for 
the use of leaders in our churches. Now 
and then we learn of an excellent plan 
which some minister or teacher has car- 
ried through in an effort to do this very 
thing. A report of these will be included. 

It seems very probable that other 
' leaders may have had interesting experi- 
ences in this field, well worth our know- 
ing about, that they, too, may be written 
up. Here is an inivitation, then, to re- 
port at once any such plans or pro- 
grams, together with information’ regard- 
ing the age group for which they were 
planned, their apparent effectiveness, and 
the like. In addition to a word about 
actual achievements, we shall welcome 
letters telling what specific help you 
would like to have included in this 
pamphlet. 


SIOUX INDIAN PRAYER 


Great Spirit, help me not to judge an- 
other man until I have walked two weeks 
in his moceasins. 
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GRATITUDE 


We thank You, God, 
For the Autumn time: 
When leaves turn red, and gold, and 
brown, and fall to the ground; 
When seeds are scattered over the earth 
to find a resting place until the 
spring; 

When birds leave their summer nests 
and travel long distances to find a 
winter home. 


We thank You, God, 

For these things on which we may de- 
pend: 

Day and night, seedtime and harvest, 
sun and rain, summer and winter. 
the cycles of life; 

Your love at work in the world. 


From Thoughts of God for Boys and 
Girls, 1945. 


OUR NEWEST CHURCH 
SCHOOL IS GROWING 


The first announcement from the 
church school at Wellesley Fells, Mass., 
reported a registration of twenty-two 
members. A month later comes this 
word: “Our enrollment is now forty- 
three, distributed among four classes. 
We are growing steadily and our attend- 
ance has been eighty per cent average, 
and better. There are twenty-seven fam- 
ilies represented in the enrollment. In 
addition, we have a growing Nursery 
Roll of eight. 

Congratulations to this new Com- 
munity Universalist Church at Welles- 
ley, to its first minister, Rev. Dana E. 
Klotzle, and to the lay leaders who are 
co-operating with him in the establish- 
ment of a religious-edueation program for 
all ages. 


INTEREST GROWS 
WITH PARTICIPATION 


This is a true story of what happened 
in a Universalist church. While attend- 
ing the Religious Education Institute at 
Ferry Beach, the superintendent of a 
certain church school began to see the 
school as one portion of the local 
church’s total educational program. She 
realized that the school of which she was 
leader wasn’t so regarded. It was op- 
erating more or less by itself, just as it 
always had. The “church people” knew 
little or nothing about it, and sometimes 
it seemed to her that they cared less. 

This superintendent decided that one 
thing to do was to make the church 
school come alive for some of these 
people. She began with the women’s 
group. At one of its meetings she told 
the members some of the interesting ex- 


periences then being carried out in the 
church school. She mentioned some of 
the things the school needed that they 
could easily help provide. She spoke of 
pictures and of how much it would mean 
if, before discarding their magazines, 
they would tear out pictures which would 
be of use in the church school’s teaching 
program. Very wisely she took with her 
a few magazine covers of seasonal inter- 
est, colored pictures torn from advertise- 
ments, to show the kinds they could use. 
More than one woman became inter- 
ested, and said to herself, if not audibly, 
“Why, I could do that.” 

Best of all, they did it! Pictures be- 
gan to come in, and a leader or two was 
put in charge to sort, mount the best 
ones, and file them for easy locating. 
Small ones were put in a box to be 
drawn on for notebook use, when hymns 
or psalms were being learned and illus- 
trated, or for special gift scrapbooks. 

But this is not the end of the story. 
The women who had taken time to tear 
pictures out of magazines for use in their 
church school thereby began to be inter- 
ested in it. It was the old story of once 
we invest in something, we have a con- 
cern for it. And, to the delight of the 
superintendent, persons who ha@ never 
mentioned the church schogl before be- 
gan to inquire for it whenever they saw 
her. One woman actually appeared at a 
church-school session one Sunday to see 
how her pictures were being used! 

Yes, the church is a family in which 
all ages have a part. Just as we teach 
children to think of it as such, and help — 
them to learn what the “grown-ups” are 7 
doing, so must we be alert to let adults 
become acquainted with the boys and 
girls in their midst. A church school, 
like an individual, becomes stunted in an 
atmosphere of coldness and indifference, 
Where there is warmth and affection, 
and a feeling of being wanted and 
needed, church schools can face difficult 
problems, yet thrive and grow. 


A CHALLENGE TO US 


“The church groups that show the 
highest percentages of increase in mem- 
bership are some of the newer groups. 
Thus, the membership of the thirty-four 
Premillenarian, Perfectionist, and Pente- 
costal bodies increased 108 per cent be- 
tween 1924 and 1942, whieh was four 
times the rate of all bodies. The 
‘Churches of God’ increased 198 per cent. 
The large Baptist group gained thirty- 
five per cent, the Lutherans twenty-six 
and five-tenths per cent, the Roman 
Catholics twenty-three and three-tenths 
per cent.” (H. Paul Douglass.) 


THE CHRISTIAN LEADER 


Association of Universalist Women 


THE M.E.M. MEETING—A REPORT 


The regular fall meeting of the board 
of managers of the Missionary Education 
Movement was held at Broadway Tab- 
gernacle, New York City. The executive 
director‘of the Association of Universal- 
ist Women, one of the members of the 
beard of managers, was in attendance 
during the first three days. 

Those who have used the mission 
study books in past years, and those who 
are just becoming acquainted with them, 
will be interested in the procedures of 
the board of managers, which is made up 
of the representatives responsible for 
the promotional missionary program in 
the various denominations. 

The board meets semiannually for a 
discussion of all business incident to the 
management, including the specific plan- 
ning for the literature which is prepared 
yearly for distribution to all Christian 
groups accepting the standardized pat- 
tern for mission study, the budget, the 
elections, and, through subcommittees, 
_ attending, to visual aids, drama, and 
general education. 

The Missionary Education Movement 
requires long-range planning, and the 
consideration of this 1945 session con- 
cerned the theme and necessary material 
for implementation for the 1948 pro- 
gram. The procedure by which the 
theme is chosen is interesting. Some of 
the denominational representatives are 
instructed by their constituencies to use 
their influence for certain area interests, 
but the final decisions are all made dem- 
ocratically by: majority vote of the com- 
plete assembly. The three age-group 
committees meet and discuss the areas 
that seem to offer the most specific 
challenge. Sometimes two areas, or even 
t ee,/come in for considerate discussion 
but’ the final vote highlights the prefer- 
efice. These three groups report their 
committee findings to the combined 
hoard, and through the discussion there 
the final decision is reached. Sometimes 
it takes several hours to get a phrasing 
that all of the members will accept. The 
same procedure is followed in regard to 
the literature—what it shall be, and who 
shall be invited to prepare it. Commit- 
tee members are amazingly frank to dis- 
cuss the approaches, the techniques, and 
the literary ability of the proposed can- 
didates. Passing the board is a fairly 
sure recommendation ‘for the success of 
the book when published. 

But the action confirming the writ- 
ing is not all. The authors will be pre- 
sented at further meetings, if ppssible, 
- and their manuscripts will be sent to all 
“members for leisurely reading and so will 
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be open to critical analysis and change 
upon the advice of the majority. 

It is interesting to see how these books 
improve in plan and format with the 
years. Few paperbound books are beau- 
tiful but these, in cloth, are books of 
which we may be proud, and in cloth are 
far less expensive than books of similar 
content to be found elsewhere. 

We recommend for your consideration 
this year the following books published 
under the expert guidance of the board 
of managers of the Missionary Educa- 
tion Movement: 


THE CHURCH AMONG 
UPROOTED AMERICANS 


These Moving Times: The Home Mission 
of the church in light of social trends 
and population shifts. By Hermann N. 
Morse. Paper, 60 cents. 


Rural Americans On the Move, by 
Thomas A. Tripp. Paper, 25 cents. 

Discussion and Program Suggestions for 
Adult Groups on “The Church Among 
Uprooted Americans.” By Robert W. 
Searle, Helen Menzies Searle, and Mrs. 
E. E. McClintock. Paper, 25 cents. 

America’s Changing Frontiers, by Mark 
A. Dawber. Price 25 cents. 
The story of home missions in action 
as they face wartime emergencies and 
the postwar period. New and revised 
edition, large format. Tllustrated. 


AFRICA 
The Cross Over Africa. by Newell 5. 
Booth Paper, 60 cents. 


Bishop Booth has a wide acquaintance 
and_ their 


among African Christians 
churches. In this study book he pic- 
tures their achievements and_ their 


needs vividly, and makes clear why 
Christian missions must extend their 
ministry in this period when Africa is 
going through great social and political 
change. 

Discussion and Program Suggestions for 
Adult Groups on “Africa.” By Mar- 
garet Marston Sherman. 

Paper, 25 cents. 

Daughter of Africa, by Ruth Isabel Sea- 
bury. Paper, 60 cents. 
This fascinating reading and_ study 
book is the life story of Mina Soga. 
African Christian leader and personal 
friend of the author. Youth in Africa 
and experiences as teacher, social 
worker, delegate to the Madras Confer- 
ence, speaker in America, and leader at 
Amsterdam supply stories related in a 
fascinating style that will interest both 
those who are seeking a book for per- 


sonal reading and those who are 
planning programs on Africa or leading 
study groups. ) 

This Is Africa, by 5. Franklin Mack. 

Paper, 25 cents. 

Pictures, maps, and graphs carefully 
selected to accompany a concise text 
on African backgrounds, history, per- 
sonalities, and Christian mission serv- 
ice make this an attractive mtroduc- 
tory pamphlet on the theme and a 
valuable supplement for study in all 
grades. if ; 
(The Universalist Publishing House, 

16 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass., is 

prepared to furnish all these books.) 


CHINA’S OUTSTANDING 
WOMAN EDUCATOR 


China’s outstanding woman educator, 
Miss Wu Yi-fang, president of Ginling 
College for Women and vice-chairman 
of the International Missionary Council, 
was one of the ten Chinese delegates 
chosen by President Chiang Kai-shek to 
attend the San Francisco conference of 
the United Nations. Dr. Wu, who rep- 
resents the point of view of China’s 


- intellectuals, has been a member of the 


People’s Political Council since 1938 and 
has been one of the presiding officers of 
that Council simee 1940, the highest 
public office held by a woman in China. 
Dr. Wu has long been considered the 
leading exponent in China of equality in 
education and opportunity for China's 
women, and has followed closely modern 
educational trends which she has applied 
to her own college since she became its 
president in 1928. Participation of 
women in national and international 
affairs, especially since the beginning of 
the war in China, has been exemplified 
by Dr. Wu’s own entrance into the po- 
litical field, when she was called upon to 
join the People’s Political Council. 
Representing China abroad is no new 
role to Dr. Wu. In 1929 and again in 
1933 she was one of the Chinese dele- 
eates to the Institute of Pacific Relations 
Conference, and in 1933 she was China’s 
delegate to the International Congress 
of Women held in Chicago. She has 
been a leader in Christian work in 
China, as well as in the educational and 
political fields. As chairman of the Na- 
tional Christian Council since 1935—the 
first woman to hold that position—Dr. 
Wu has been at the head of all the 
Christian work throughout the country. 
During the war years this has been a 
position of tremendous responsibilities, 
because of the intricacies of the prob- 
lems involved. (Excerpt from Bulletin 
of the International Missionary Council.) 


527 


News of Churches and Church Peopie 


VICTOR A. FRIEND, PRESIDENT OF 


FRIEND BROTHERS, WHO AC- 
CEPTED THE AGRICULTURAL “A” 
FOR ACHIEVEMENT FOR HIS FIRM 


Friend Brothers, Inc., of Melrose, 
Mass., were awarded the achievement 
“A” of the United States Department of 
Agriculture for their splendid record of 
contributing to the war food program, 
October 22. Present to witness the cere- 
mony at the Maplewood plant of the 
firm were Gavernor Maurice J. Tobin, 
Army officials, and members of the De- 
partment of Agriculture. The company 
was represented by President Hriend, 
Robert and. Walter Friend, vice-presi- 
dents, and Leslie A. Friend, treasurer. 


Beaman Street, Clinton, N. C. 


CHRISTMAS GREENS 


NORTH CAROLINA 


The Red Hill and the Outlaw’s Bridge Churches will both take orders 
for Holly and Christmas Greens this year. 


Those wishing to order from Red Hill address Rev. Maurice Cobb, 201 
@ Those wishing to order from Outlaw’s 
Bridge address Rev. Gustav H. Ulrich, R. F. D. 2, Seven Springs, N. C. The 
Assortments from both groups will be the same. 


J The Christmas Greens Assortment will be packed in orange crates and 
will be made up of Holly, Mistletoe, Spanish Moss and Long Leaf Pine 
branches, at $1.50 per crate F.O. B. Warsaw, N. C., or Goldsboro, N. C., or, if 
preferred $2.00 per crate express prepaid. Holly at 20c per pound in small 
lots or 15¢ per pound in lots of 25 pounds and over, express collect. 


ORDINATIONS AND 
INSTALLATIONS 


CHARLES NELSON VICKERY was 
ordained to the Christian ministry in the 
First Universalist Church of Swamp- 
scott, Mass., Thursday evening, Septem- 
ber 27. Dr. Clarence R. Skinner, retir- 
ing dean of the Tufts School of Religion, 
from which Mr. Vickery was recently 
graduated, performed the act of ordina- 
tion and read the scripture lesson. The 
ordination sermon was preached by the 
Rev. Raymond J. Baughan, minister of 
the First Universalist Church of Newark, 
N. J. Professor Alfred Cole of Tufts 
gave the invocation and offered the 
prayer of ordination. The charge to the 
minister was given by Dr. Robert Cum- 
mins, general superintendent of Univer- 
salist churches, and the charge to the 
congregation was given by the Rev. 
Josephine B. Folsom of Pittsfield, Maine. 
Dr. John M. Ratcliff, superintendent of 
Massachusetts Universalist churches, 
welcomed Mr. Vickery to the fellowship 
of Universalist ministers. A welcome to 
the religious community of Greater 
Lynn was given by Rabbi Israel Har- 
burg. 

Mr. Vickery was also installed as 
minister of the First Universalist Church 
of Swampscott by Edward King Hempel, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the church. 


DONALD WILFRED LAWSON was 
ordained to the Christian ministry in the 
Rockport, Mass., Universalist Church, 
Wednesday evening, October 17. Dr. 
John Murray Atwood, dean of the St. 
Lawrence University Theological School, 


delivered the ordination sermon, in which 
he cited how world problems affected 
the local church and how the local. 
church could affect world problems. 

Rev. Grant F. Haskell, minister of the 
Unitarian Church of Littleton, gave the 
invocation and was the presiding minis- 
ter. Berwyn Woodman, a student at. the 
St. Lawrence University Theologicai 
School, gave the scripture reading. Dr. 
John M. Ratcliff, superintendent of Mas- 
sachusetts Universalist churches, per- 
formed the act of ordination, at the con- 
clusion of which Kenneth Wilkinson, 
chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
the Rockport church, installed Mr. Law- 
son. Rev. Albert F. Ziegler, minister of 
the Wakefield Universalist Church, de- 
livered the charge to the minister. Dr. 
Clinton Lee Scott of the Independent 
Christian Church of Gloucester gave a 
most forceful charge to the congregation. 
Welcome into the fellowship of Univer- 
salist ministers was brought by Dr. 
Robert Cummins, general superintendent 
of the Universalist Church of America. 
Rey. John M. Currie, ministér of the 
Rockport Baptist Church, concluded the 
service by welcoming the new minister 
to the community. 


DONALD BENJAMIN KING was 
installed as the minister of the Uni- 
versalist Church of Stockton, Ill., Sun- 
day evening, September 30. The Rev. 
O. G. Colegrove, minister emeritus of 
the church, presided, offered the invoca- 
tion and prayer, and read the scripture. 
The act of installation was performed by 
Mrs. Samuel Townsend, chairman of the 
Board of Trustees. The Rev. William J: 
Arms, state superintendent of Universal- 
ist churches, gave the charge to both the 
minister and the congregation. W. R. 
Holloway, superintendent of Stockton 
schools, expressed the welcome to the 
community. 


ERNEST A. BROWN, JR., was in- 
stalled as minister of the First Universal- 
ist Church, Waltham, Mass., Sunday 
evening, October 21. Richard H. Bird, 
senior deacon of the church, performed 
the act of installation. The installation 
prayer was offered by the Rev. Dana E. 
Klotzle. Dr. Robert: Cummins, general 
superintendent, preached the occasional 
sermon. The charge to the minister was 
given by Dr. John M. Ratcliff, superin- 
tendent of Massachusetts Universalist. - 
churches. Dr. George E. Huntley gave 
the charge to the congregation. Greet- 
ings of the community were brought by 
Mayor John F. Devane and ‘greetings - 
from. the churches by the Rev. George A. — 
Butters. : oS 


THE CHRISTIAN LEADER 


DR. ELLIS E,.PIERCE was installed 
as minister of the First Universalist 
Church of Urbana, IIL, Friday evening, 
October 19. The act of installation was 
performed by the moderator, Dwight A. 
Thornton. The Rev. Morley R. Hartley 
presided and offered the invocation. The 
responsive reading was led by Rev. Wal- 

ter E. Stephens, and the scripture was 
read by the Rev. Donald K. Evans. The 
Rey. William Rainey Bennett preached 
the occasional sermon. The Rev. Wil- 
liam J. Arms, state superintendent, gave 
the charge to the minister. The charge 
‘to the congregation was given by the 
veteran dean of Midwest Universalist 
ministers, Dr. Walter H. Macpherson. 
A welcome to the city of Urbana and to 
the City Ministerial Association was 
brought by the Honorable George Hurd 
and the Rey: Herbert J. Doran. 


LAWRENCE ASSOCIATION 
OF UNIVERSALIST WOMEN 


The Lawrence A.U.W. opened the 
season's activities with a supper meet- 
ing on Monday, October 1. The _ busi- 
ness’ meeting was conducted by the 
president, Miss Helen Weigel. Entertain- 
ment was provided by William Chaff, 
marimba artist. Supper was served by 
the following hostesses: —Mrs. Peter De 
Silva, chairman, Mrs. Helen Adams, 


‘Mrs. William Delaney, Mrs. Fred Hib- 
bard, Miss Ida Mack, Mrs. Bevin, Mrs. 
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Two Valuable Abingdon Books 
for the alert Christian 


The Church and Demobilization 


J. GORDON CHAMBERLIN shows how the 
Church can meet its greatest opportunity. Prac- 
in viewpoint, concrete in suggestion, his 
book clearly sets forth what can and what must 
be done now to win the veteran for the total 
program of the Church. 


Nature and Values 


EDGAR S. BRIGHTMAN shows that man can 
secure the highest unity and truth by basing 
his thought and action on the reality of human 
and divine personality. He shows that the world 
of science and the world of ideals are both 
rooted in the personality of God. An important 
clarification of present-day thinking. 


ORDER FROM 


_ UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


16 BEACON STREET, BOSTON 8, MASS. 


Robert Somerville, Mrs. Thomas Mur- 
phy, and Mrs. Josie Wilkes. 

October 17 the first afternoon meeting 
was held. Mrs. Robert Barber con- 
ducted an inspiring worship service. This 
was followed by a paper on the life 
of Clara Barton, prepared and read by 


Mrs. Luther Harris. 


DOCTOR JOHN 
VISITS HEADQUARTERS 


An Adventurer in Commuting arrived 
at Headquarters, November 1, to be 
greeted by a very warm welcome. The 
editor emeritus of THe CuristTian 
Leaver, Dr. John van Schaick, spent a 
few days in Boston, en route to a briet 
visit at Cobleskill, before returning to 


Washington, D. C. 


PERSONALS 


Chaplain George H. Wood, Licutenant- 
Commander, USNR, is now at Sasebo 
near Nagasaki with the Naval Occupa- 
tion Forces in southern Japan. He has 
completed three years on active duty 
in the Reserve, two years of which have 
been overseas in Alaska, the Aleutians, 
South Pacific, and Central Pacific areas, 
and is scheduled for an inactive-duty 
status in a few months. 


Loyall C. McLaughlin, Pasadena, 
Calif., called at Headquarters, October 
26, for a brief visit. 


$1.00 


$1.50 


TUFTS COLLEGE 


A Seat of Learning 
in New England 


Unusual Resources 


Welcomes returning 
veterans 


Leonard Carmichael, Ph.D., LL.D., President 


For information address: 
Medford 55, Massachusetts 


THE BETHANY UNION FOR YOUNG WOMEN 


A UNIVERSALIST INSTITUTION 
256 Newbury St., Boston, Mass. 


The managers of the Bethany Union for Young 
Women desire to call attention to the organiza- 
tion, which offers the advantage of a comfortable, 
quiet and agreeable home at a low cost for those 
young women with only moderate means of sup- 
port who come to this city for work or study. 
It is located at 256 Newbury St., Boston, and 
is within easy access of all parts of the city. 
The price of rooms with board, including light 
and heat, is $8.00 and $8.50 per week, for perma- 
nent guests. 6 

During the summer months there are accom- 
modations for women unattended who may wish 
to visit Boston for a few days at a time, For 
such transients the price is $1.50 a day. 

Fur further information please address the 
Superintendent, Mrs. Winifred E. Spear, 256 
Newbury St., Boston. 


FRANK A. DEWICK, President 
For the Board of Managers 


Liberal Ministry Today 


UNPRECEDENTED 
OPPORTUNITY 


for Significant Service 


Secure your training 
at the 


Theological School of 


ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Distinctly liberal in spirit of 
instruction and administration. 
Men and women accepted on equal terms. 
Returning veterans admitted at any time. 


If YOU are interested write today fo 
information to ‘ 
DEAN JOHN MURRAY ATWOOD 
Canton, New York 


NORTH HATLEY 
PARISH MEETING 


Forty members of the First Universal- 


ist Church of North Hatley, Quebec, . 


were entertained at supper and then 
attended the parish meeting of the 
church, October 4. This was the first 
general meeting since the church re- 
opened in April after two years without 
a settled minister. 

The Financial Report was received 
with enthusiasm, since it showed that 
about $1,500 had been raised by the 
parish. This is a large sum, since the 
church had raised about $800 a year, for 
many years. 

As a result of this, together with aid 


By DAVID LAVENDER 


e@ One of the most thrilling events 
in the Civil War — the story of a 
handful of Union men who kid- 
napped a Confederate locomotive. 

Just published, $2.00 


Crossing 


3 By ALTA 
HALVERSON SEYMOUR 


author of ON THE EDGE OF THE FJORD 


eA story of breathless adven- 
ture a century ago, with tomboy 
Tildy Gale journeying by wagon 
and ox-cart to the wilds of Wis- 
consin, 


Just published, $2.00 


é Tad 
S Lincoln 


THE PRESIDENT’S SON 
By T. MORRIS LONGSTRETH 


e “A boy’s-eye view of the Civil 
War in Washington. 12-year olds 
will delightedly gallop through 
Tad’s tempestuous White House 
career.’”—N, Y. Herald Tribune. 

$2.50 


of ae Fjord 


By ALTA HALVERSON 
SEYMOUR 


® Two loyal Norwegian young- 
sters help defeat the Nazi invad- 
ers of their homeland. “Thrilling, 
credible, well written.” —Library 
Journal. $2.00 


BOX 506, PHILA, 5, PENNA. 
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from the Universalist Church of America, 
the parsonage has been roofed, a guest 
room furnished, and a new furnace 
bought for the church building. Plans 
have been made for painting and roof- 
ing the church. 

It was also voted to raise a fund ol 
$2,000 to purchase a Hammond electric 
organ. This is to be a memorial to the 
members and leaders of this church. In 
charge of the effort is Mrs. A. H. Ham. 

Noted at the meeting was the gift of 
a new Communion Table, Baptistry, and 
Communion Set. These are expected to 
arrive and be dedicated soon, and they 
will greatly improve the church interior. 

Included in the call for the meeting 
was a notice of a proposed change in the 
Bylaws, drawn up by a special com- 
mittee of the Board of Trustees. The 
parish voted unanimously to adopt the 
proposed articles. The most important 
changes include: The establishment of 
the new Avowal of Faith as the usual 
statement of Universalist Faith; a lim- 
itation upon terms of office; an increase 
in the size of the Board of Trustees 
providing for department representation: 
and the establishment of closer ties to 
the Universalist Church of America. 

Although formal reports were not pre- 
sented by the departments of the church, 
since the Annual Meeting will henceforth 
be held in April, the Ladies’ Aid re- 


ported a profit of $400 from the An- 
nual Fair. An active youth group has 
been organized, a successful vacation 
school was held this summer, and a Sun- 
day school is beginning. Attendance has 
been good, and attendance and support 
by summer residents beyond expecta- 
tions. 

The First Universalist Church of 
North Hatley also participated in the 
drive for used clothing for UNRRA, 
which was held in Canada October 7-20. 
The Ladies’ Aid, under the leadership 
of Mrs. Davidson McCrea, were in 
charge of the effort. The results were 
over 450 pounds of blankets, furs, and 
warm clothing collected, repaired and 
packed. This was about ten pounds per 
family in the church. The entire town 
collected about 1.300 pounds of excel- 
lent clothing. 

Other efforts of the church for Euro- 
pean peoples include the Kit Program of 
the U.Y.F. The local young people 
have arranged for two kits, and plan 
to send two every few months. 


EXTRACT FROM LETTER TO 
DR. CUMMINS FROM REV. CARL 
VOSS, OCTOBER 15, 1945 

“Mrs. Voss has already started a sew- 
ing group among the women of the Rut- 
land, Vt.. church for the Holland relief 
service project.” 


A DELIGHT for YOUNG and OLD 
CHRISTMAS MANGER SET 


IPS STURDY AND PRACTICAL, 


> 


AS, 


SSRs s 


MADE OF 


FIBREBOARD, AND MAY BE USED 
YEAR AFTER YEAR 


Price $1.50 ; 


ORDER FROM 
UNIVERSALIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


16 Beacon Street 


Boston 8, Mass. 


THE CHRISTIAN PEADER 


WAUSAU CHURCH 
GROWING 


The First Universalist Church of Wau- 
sau held its Annual Meeting Wednesday 
evening, October 24. Good reports were 
read by representatives of the various 
auxiliary groups, including the Wom- 
en’s Universalist Society, the Univer- 
salist Guild, the Clara Barton Guild, the 
Church School and the Youth Fellowship. 
An encouraging growth in enrollment 
and _ interest was noted in the Church 
School. The treasurer’s report revealed 
fthat expeditures for church and organ 
repairs were unusually heavy this year 
but that the church was able to com- 
plete the year with all bills paid and 
with.a substantial balance in the treas- 
ury. An appraisal of the church prop- 
erty conducted by an appraisal company 
during the summer revealed an apprecia- 
tion in value of the property to $144,000. 

The minister reported that 410 calls 

_ had been made and twenty-two members 
had been admitted to the church during 
the year, making the total of members 
received during the interim pastorate of 
Rev. R. D. Cranmer forty-nine. Of the 
members received during the last year, 
eighteen were in the twenty to early for- 


ties age-group. The total resident 
membership is now 228, which is the 
largest resident membership reported 


for the church in Year Books locally 
available. With the non-resident mem- 
bership of 114 the total membership 
now stands at 342. 

A letter from Chaplain Brainard Gib- 
bons, pastor of the church and now in 
the Pacific area, states that he hopes 
to resume his pastorate sometime in 
January. 


PULPIT PRESS PUBLICATIONS 


“The Minister’s Press” 
BIBLICAL MESSENGERS OF ENCOURAGEMENT 
# by Ivan H. Hagedorn 


The latest book of inspirational sermons by the popular Philadelphia preacher. Sermons 
written especially for the trying days we are experiencing, deriving comfort and 


encouragement from the Bible itself. 


Price $2.00 


PREACHING IN DAYS OF RECONSTRUCTION 
by Andrew W. Blackwood 
Dr. Blackwood’s brilliant series of thirteen biographical and critical sketches of Karl 
Barth, Harry Emerson Fosdick, Clarence Edward Macartney, Clovis G. Chappell, 
William M. Clow, Dwight L. Moody, Phillips Brooks, Henry Ward Beecher, Fred- 
erick W. Robertson, John Bunyan, George W. Truett, Arthur J. Gossip and James S. 


Stewart. 


Price 50c 


THE 1946 PULPIT MANUAL 


Edited by Thomas Warner 


_Thé popular Minister’s Guidebook, now in its fifth edition, containing complete outlines 
“shor pi hildren’s addr funeral 
»for sermons for each Sunday in 1946, pulpit prayers, c en’s addresses, funera 
y addresses, evangelistic sermons, Lenten sermons and general information. Price $1.00 


: IN HIS NAME 
. by G. A. Cleveland Shrigley 


One of the foremost exponents of the art of prayer-writing has produced in this, his 
latest work, not just another book of devotional prayers but an inspiring and genuinely 
moving collection, a prayer for each day of the year. “It gives abundant evidence of 
his understanding of the moods and needs of mankind, A noteworthy contribution to 
the devotional literature of today.”—Dean Edwards, Secretary of the Commission on 


Worship of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


Price $1.50 


DORAN’S MINISTERS’ MANUAL, 1946 
Compiled and edited\by G. B. F. Hallock and M. K. W. Heicher ak 
Once again this working tool for busy ministers makes its annual appearance, now in its 
twenty-first issue. Recognized as a standard source and reference book by ministers 
of all denominations, it contains helps for the entire calendar year of 1946, including 
sermon outlines, orders of service, illustrations, material for special days, suggested 
texts and themes, guides for church departments and activities, and a wealth of homi- 
letic material for all occasions. Conveniently classified and concisely indexed. Ready 


October 17th. 


Price $2.50 


At, all bookstores or 


THE PULPIT PRESS 


November 17, 1945 


GREAT NECK, NEW YORK 


KNEELAND-WALTERS 

Dorothy Elizabeth Walters, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. A. Ernest Walters of 
Melrose, Mass., and Walter Mann Knee- 
land, son of Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Knee- 
land, also of Melrose, were married 
October 27. The wedding ceremony, a 
candlelight service in the First Universal- 
ist Church of Melrose, was performed 
by Dr. Gustave H. Leining, former pas- 
tor of the bride, and the Rev. Leslie C.. 
Nichols, First Universalist Church. 

The bride is a graduate of the Chand- 
ler Secretarial School, and a member ot 
Beta Sigma Phi. The bridegroom is a 
graduate of Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and a member of Theta Xi. 


The Universalist Church of Joliet, 
Ill., requested fifty-two cartons for the 
Church Christmas Package project 
which were filled at a special meeting 
October 3. Other very generous donors 
are: Stockton, Il., 12; Gloucester (Inde- 
pendent) , Mass., 13; Cooperstown, N. Y., 
10; Stoughton, Wis., 12. Eleven other 
groups have donated in lesser amounts. 


THE 
ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY 


Canton, New York 


A Liberal Arts College 


Devoted in peace as in war 
to the preparation of young 


men and women for positions 
of leadership and responsibil- 


ity in government, business, 
and the professions, with 
especial consideration for 
veterans. 


EuGEeENE GARRETT BEWKES 
President 


Dean Academy and Junior College 
Franklin, Mass. 
Delightfully located in a beautiful old 


New England town. 

Homelike atmosphere for boys and girls 
working together under normal life con- 
ditions. 

Courses of study offered for High School 
and Junior College. 

Intensive review courses in preparation 
for college entrance requirements 


Junior College courses that major in 
Secretarial Science, Business, Commercial 
Art, Music, Medical Assistant, Pre-Nurs- 
ing, Home Economics, Pre-Engineering. 


Income from endowment funds is used 
to reduce cost of tuition to students. 


Send for catalogue. 
EARLE S. WALLACE 


Headmaster 


Notice 


ILLINOIS COMMITTEE 
OF FELLOWSHIP 

Received on transfer from the Maine 
Committee of Fellowship, Hope Hilton; and 
from Massachusetts, Eugene H. Adams. 


Merton L..Auprince, Secretary 


a 


ORGAN FOR SALE 


Ryder Single Manual in very good 
condition. Required floor space 
only 8x9 ft., height 12 ft. Formerly 
located at All Souls Church, Port- 
land, Maine. 
Asking price $450. 
Write Epwarp R. STmLWELL 


32 Congress St., Portland. Maine 


BOOK CORNER 


My Fenicia. By Paul Driscoll. 
millan. $2.50. 


A first novel by a man who is no 
stranger to the power of the printed 
word. The author weaves a story of 
romance, using the time-honored vehicle 
of the true lover, the faithful maiden, 
and the worldly-wise villain. There ap- 
pears, however, the added figure of the 
wise Westerner, who runs off with the 
excitable girl who is Mother’s choice for 
her son, freeing the way for the true 
lovers to find each other. 

Even though it may appear merely a 
story of the rich young man meeting the 
immigrant girl, there is a note of warn- 
ing between fhe lines. Driscoll has cen- 
tered his story around the early days of 
the depression and the locale is a 
small New England town, where the aris- 
tocracy is balanced against the second- 
veneration Polish and Irish immigrants. 

This reader found the last part of 
the book truly climactic as‘ to vitality, 
satire and romance. Felicia Zielinski, 
Mark Standler, IIT, and Alec Marwick 
are three strong characters, admirably 
balanced and accentuated by the “vil- 
lain,” Steve O’Mara, who becomes in- 
volved with girls, polities, and, finally, 
bootlegging and the law. 


Mac- 
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ONCE and ONCE ONLY 
THOUGHTS FOR TODAY and THE CHRISTIAN LEADER 


THIS OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 1945!! 
It answers the problem of WHAT TO GIVE for CHRISTMAS! 


| AL a 4mectal Christmas gift 


the Universalist Publishing House offers you a copy of THOUGHTS 
FOR TODAY, by William Wallace Rose, $1.00, and one year’s sub- 
scription to THE CHRISTIAN LEADER, $2.50, total $3.50, FOR 
ONLY $2.75 for each NEW or GIFT subscription! 


For RENEWALS and THOUGHTS FOR TODAY, send $2.85. 


THOUGHTS FOR TODAY is a compilation of gems of homely 
philosophy of living life well. It will be read by the whole family! 


THE CHRISTIAN LEADER you already know! 
ACT AT ONCE THAT YOUR GIFT may arrive for Christmas! 


Enclosed find $ 


for which 


please send the combination offer to the attached list of names and 


to me. 


Crackling 


It had been a dull year in the little» 
country church. The deacons finally 
said to the pastor: “We love you, pas- 
tor, but don’t you think you had better 
resign? There hasn’t been a convert 
this year.” ; 

“Yes,” he replied, “it has been a dull 
year. Yet I mind me that one did come 
—wee Bobby Moffat. But he is so wee 
a bairn that I suppose it is not right to 
count him.” 

Years later, when’ Robert Moffat 
came back from his years of missionary 
work in Africa, the King of England 
rose and uncovered his presence. 

The humble old preacher, who had 
but one convert, and who was so dis- 
couraged, is dead and forgotten, and 
yet that was the greatest year’s work 
he ever did—Young People’s Weekly. 


“Hard-working little wife you've got, 
Bill,” said the traveler to the small shop- 
keeper as he watched the man’s busy 
wife in the shop. 

“My word. yes!” replied the shop- 
keeper.. “I- only wish I ’ad a couple 
more like ‘er.”.—Ezxchange. 


The Y.M.C.A. lady asked the men to 
leave the hut for an hour for cleaning 
purposes. “I hope I didn’t annoy you 
this morning,” she said on their return. 
“Don’t you worry, ma‘am,” a soldier re- 
plied. “We kinda like being bowled out 
by a woman. It makes it seem like 
home.”—British Weekly. 


Things are really pretty rugged on 
the home front. This want ad recently 
ran in a California newspaper: “Owner 
of a truck would like to correspond 
with a widow who owns two tires. 
Object: matrimony. Send picture of 
tires.” —Clippings. 
ator ne 

The littl woman had worried the 
grocer over trifles at the busiest time 
of the day. 

“Do you know, Mr. Meek, when T 
came into your shop T had a dreadful 
headache? T’ve lost it now.” 

“Don’t worry, madam,” said the dis- 
tracted grocer, “It’s not lost—I have it.” 
—Contributed. 


“Well, my son, what did you learn 
in Sunday school today?” 

“We learned all about a cross-eyed 
bear.” 

“About a what?” 

“Yes, sir, named Gladly. We learned 
a song all about him: ‘Gladly, the cross 
I'd bear. ”*—Exchange. 


Two ants were running at a great 
rate across the eracker box. 

“Why are we going so fast?” asked 
one. 

“Don’t you see?—it says ‘Tear along 
dotted line.’ ’—Anon. 
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